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*Structure” includes all the elements in a stoty. The final objective is to see the stoty as
2 whole and to become aware of how the parts are put together to produce a unified

effect,

ELEMENTS OF PLOTY

Al fiction is based on conflict and this conflict is presented in a structured format
called PLOT,

Expesition
The introductory material which gives the selting, creates the tone, presents the
characters, and presents other facts necessary to understanding the story.

Fereshadowirig
The use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in the sfory.

Inciting Force
The event or character that triggers the conflict,

Conflict ,
The essence of fiction. It creates plot. The conflicts we encounter can usually be
identified as ane of four kinds. (Man versus,..Man, Nature, Society, or Self)

Rising Action
A series of events that builds from the conflict. It begins with the inciting force and
ends with the climax,

Crisis .
The conflict reaches a turning point, At this point the opposing forces in the story meet
and the conflict becomes most intense, The crisis occurs hefore or at the same time as

the climax.

Clhimax

The climax is the result of the crisis. It is the high point of the story for the reader.
Frequently, it is the moment of the highest interest and greatest emotion. The point at
which the outcome of the conflict can be predicted.
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Falling Action
The events after the climax which close the story.

Resolution (Denouement)
Rounds out and concludes the action,

. . g proihe.
CHARACTERIZATION  .seok [jdiceef = $¢ pe Pt

MAJOR CHARACTERS

Almost atways round or three-dimensional charactets. They have goad and bad
qualities. Their goals, ambitions and values change. A round character changesasa
result of what happens to him ot her. A character who changes inside as a result of what
happens to him is referred to in literature as a DYNAMIC character. A dynamic
character grows or progresses to a higher level of understanding in the course of the

‘provides a contrast to |
ithe protagonisi.

MINOR CHARACTERS

Almost always flat or two-dimensional characters. They have only one ortwo striking
qualities, Their predominant quality iz not balanced by an opposite quality, They are
usually all good or all bad. Such characters can be interesting or amusing in their own
right, but they lack depth. Flat characiers are sometimes referred to as STATIC
characters because they do not change in the course of the story.

POINT OF VIEW

First Person

The narrator is a chatacter in the story who can reveal only personal thoughts and
feelings and what he or she sees and is told by other characters, He can’t tell us
thoughts of other characters.

Third-Person Objective :
The narrator is an outsider who can report only what he or she sees and hears. This
narrator can tell us what is happening, but he can’t tell us the thoughts of the characters,

Thivd-Person Limited
The narratar is an outsider who sees into the mind of one of the characters,

Omniscient .
The natrator is an all-kaowing outsider who can enter the minds of more than one of
the charactets.

CONFLICT

Conflict is the essence of fiction. It creates plot. The conflicts we encounter can
usually be identified as one of four kinds. '
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Man versus Man
Conflict that pits one person against another,

Man versus Nature

A run-in with the forces of nature, On the one hand, it expresses the insignificance of a
single human life in the cosmic scheme of things. On the other hand, it tests the limits
of a person’s strength and will to live.

Man versus Society

The values and customs by which everyoue else lives are being challenged. The
charactet may come to an untimely end as a result of his or her own canvictions. The
character may, on the other hand, bring others around to a symipathetic point of view, ar
it may be decided that society was right after all.

Man versus Self _
Internal conflict. Not all conflict involves other people. Sometimes people are their own
worst enomies. An internal conflict is a good test of a character’s values, Does he give
in fo temptation or rise above it? Does he demand the most from himself or seftle for
something less? Does he even bother to struggle? The internal condlicts of a character
and how they are resolved are good clues to the character’s inner strength,

Often, more than one kind of conflict is taking place at the same time, In every case,
however, the existence of conflict enhances the reader’s understanding of a character
and creates the suspense and interest that make you want to continue reading.

FORESHADOWING

An author’s use of hints or clues to suggest events that will occur later in the story.
Not all foreshadowing is obvious, Frequently, future events are merely hinted at
through dizlogue, description, or the attitudes and reactions of the characters,

Foreshadowing frequently serves two purposes. It builds suspense by raising
questions that encourage the reader to go on and find out move about the event

that is being foreshadowed. Foreshadowing is also a means of making a narrative
more believable by partially preparing the reader for events which are to follow.

IRONY
Trony is the contrast between what is expected or what appears to be and what
actually is.

Verbal Irony : . '
The contrast between what is said and what is actually meant.

Irony of Situation
This tefers to a happening that is the opposite of what is expected or intended.

Dramatic Irony
This occurs when the audience or reader knows more than the characters fknrow.
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TONEMOOD

Tone
The author’s attitude, stated or implied, toward a subject. Some possible attitudes ate

pessimism, optimism, earnestness, seriousness, bitterness, umorous, and joyful. An
author's tone can be revealed through choice of words and details.

Moed

The climate of feeling in a literary work. The choice of setting, objects, details,
images, and words all contribute tawards creating a specific mood. For example, an
author may create 4 mood of mystery around a character or setting but may treat that
chatacter or setting in an ironic, setious, or humerous tone

SYMBOEISM

A person, place or object which has a meaning in itself but suggests other meanings as
well, Things, characters and actions can be symbols, Anything that suggests a meaning
beyond the obvious,

Seme symbols are conventional, generally meaning the same thing to all readers.

For example: bright sunshine symbolizes goodness and water is a symbolic cleanser.

THEME

The main idea or underlying mearing of a literary work. A theme may be stated or
implied. Theme differs from the subject or topic of a literary work in that it involves a
statement or opinion about the topic, Not every literary work has a theme. Themes may
be major or minor, A major theme is an idea the author returns fo time and again. It
becomes one of the most important ideas in the story, Minor themes are ideas that may
appear from time to time.

It is important to recognize the difference between the theme of a literaty work: and the
subject of a literary work, The subject is the topic on which an author has chosen to
write. The theme, however, makes some statement about o expresses some opinion on
that topic. For example, the subject of a story might be war while the theme might be
the idea that war is useless.

Four ways in which an author can express themes are as follows:

1. Themes are expressed and emphasized by the way the author makes us feel.. By
sharing feelings of the main character you also share the ideas that go through his

mind.

2, Themes ave presented in thoughts and conversations. Authors put words in their
character’s mouths oaly for good reasons, One of these is to develop a story’s themes.
The things a person says are tuch on their mind. Look for thoughts that are repeated
throughout the story.

3. Themes are suggested through the characters. The main character usually illustrates
the most important theme of the story. A good way to get at this theme is to ask
vourself the question, what does the main character learn in the course of the story?
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4. The actions or events in the story are used to suggest theme. People naturally
express ideas and feelings through their actions. One thing authors think about is what
an action will "say". In other words, how will the action express an idea or theme?

IMAGERY: Language that appeals to the senses. Descriptions of people or objects
stated in terms of our senses.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Whenever you describe something by comparing it with something else, you are using
figurative language. Any language.that goes beyond the literal meaning of words in
ordet to furnish new effects or fresh insights into an idea or a subject. The most
common figures of spesch are simile, metaphor, and alliteration.

Simile

A figure of speech which involves a direct compatison between two unlike things,
usually with the wouds like or as. Example: The muscles on his brawny arms are strong
as iron bands, :

Metaphor

A figure of speech which involves an implied comparison between two relatively
unlike things using a form of be. The comparison is not announced by like or as.
Example: The road was a ribbon of moonlight.

ABiteration

Repeated consonant sounds occurring at the beginning of words or within words,
Alliteration is used to create melody, establish mood, call attention to important words,
and point out similarities and contrasts, Example: wide-eyed and wondering while we
wait for others to waken.

Personification

A figure of speech which gives the qualities of a person to an animal, an object, or an
idea. It is a comparison which the author uses to show something in an entirely new
[ight, to communicate  certain feeling or attitude towards 1t and to control the way a
reader perceives it, Example: a brave handsome brute felf with a creaking rending cry--
the author is giving a tree human qualities,

Onomatopoein

The use of words that mimic sounds, They appeal to our sense of hearing and they help
bring a description to fife. A string of syllables the anthor has made up to represent the
way a sound really sounds. Example: Caaracklel

Hyperbole
At exaggerated statement used to heighten effect, It is not used to mislead the reader,
but to emphasize a point. Example: She's said so on several million occasions

[ Home ][ Word Analysis | [ Reading | [ Writing ] [ Language Conventions ] [ Listening and Speaking
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motif (moh-TEEF): a recurving object, concept, or structure in a work of literature. A motif may also be
two contrasting elements in a work, such as good and evil, In the Book of Genesis, we see the motif of
separation again and again throughout the story. In the very first chapter, God separates the light from
the darkness. Abraham and his descendants are separated from the rest of the nation as God's chosen
people. Joseph is separated from his brothers in order that life might be preserved. Another mofif is
water, seen in Genesis as a means of destroying the wicked and in Matthew as a means of remitting
sins by the employment of baptism. Other motifs in Genesis and Matthew include blood sacritices, fire,
lambs, and goats. A motif is important because it allows one to see main points and themes that the
author is trying to express, in order that one might be able to interpret the work more accurately. See 4
Handbook to Literature, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms. Robert Bean, Student,
University of North Carelina at Pembroke
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(__ SETTING - The time and location in which a story takes place is called the setling.
For some stories the setting is very important, while for others it is not. There are
several aspects of a story's setting to consider when examining how setting
contributes to a story (some, or all, may be present in a story):

a) place - geographical location. Where s the action of the story taking
place? '
b) time - When is the story taking place? (historical period, time of day,
year, efc)

¢} weather conditions - Is it rainy, sunny, stormy, etc?
d) social conditions - What is the dally life of the character's like? Does

the story contain local colour (writing that focuses on the speech, dress,

mannerisms, customs, etc. of a particular place)?
e) mood or atmosphere - What feeling is created at the beginning of the
story? Is it bright and cheerful or dark and frightening?

BAGK TG TOP

, PLOT - The plot is how the author arranges events to develop his basic idea; Itis
{ the sequence of events in a story or play. The plot is a planned, logical series of
events having a beginning, middle, and end. The short story usually has one plot
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so it can be read in one sitting. There are five essential parts of plot:

a) Introduction - The beginning of the story where the characters and
the setting is revealed.

b) Rising Action - This is where the events in the story become
.complicated and the conflict in the story is revealed (events between the
introduction and climax).

¢) Climax - This is the highest point of interest and the turning point of
the stary. The reader wonders what will happen next; will the conflict be
resolved or not? -

d) Falling action - The events and complications begin to resolve
themselves. The reader knows what has happened next and if the
conflict was resolved or not {events between climax and denousement).

e) Denouement - This is the final outcome or untangling of events in the
story.

It is helpful to consider climax as a three-fold phenomenon: 1) the main character
receives new information 2} accepts this information (realizes it but does not
necessarily agree with it} 3) acts an this information (makes a choice that will
determine whether or not he/she gains his objective).

BAGKTO TOP

CONFLICT- Conflict is essential to plot. Without conflict there is no plot. Itis the
opposition of forces which ties one incident to another and makes the plot move.
Conflict is not merely limited to open arguments, rather it is any form of opposition
that faces the main character. Within a short story there may be only one central
struggle, or there may be one dominant struggle with many minor ones.

There are two fypes of conflict: _
1} External - A struggle with a force outside one's self.

2) Internal - A struggle within one's self; a person must make some
decision, overcome pain, guiet their temper, resist an urge, etc.

There are four kinds of confiict:
1) Man vs. Man (physical) - The leading character struggles with his
physical strength against other men, forces of nature, or animals.

2} Man vs. Circumstances (ciassicai} - The ieading character struggles
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against fate, or the circumstances of life facing him/her.

3) Wan vs. Society (social) - The leading character struggles against
ideas, practices, or customs of other people.

4) Wan vs. HimselffHerself (psychological) - The leading character
struggles with himseif/herself; with his/her own soul, ideas of right or

wrong, physical limitations, choices, etc.
BACK TO TOP

CHARACTER -- There are two meanings for the word character:
1) The person in a work of ficticn, '
2) The characteristics of a person.

Persons in a work of fiction - Antagonist and Protagonist

Short stories use few characters. One character is clearly central to the story with
all major events having some importancs to this character - he/she is the
PROTAGONIST. The opposer of the main character is called the ANTAGONIST.

The Characteristics of a Person - baeet [mdiwect

In order for a story to seem real fo the reader its characters must seem real,

_ Characterization is the infarmation the author gives the reader abouf the characters
themselves. The author may reveal a character in several ways:

a) histher physical appearance

b) what he/she says, thinks, feels and dreams

¢} what he/she does or does notdo

d) what others say about him/her and how others react to him/her

Characters are convincing ifthey are: consistent, motivated, and life-like {resemble
real people) |

Characters are... ———
1. Individual - round, many sided and complex personalities. ¢ 7
2. Developing - dynamic, many sided personalities that change, for better or

worse, by the end of the story.
3. Static - Stereotype, have one or two characteristics that never change and are

emphasized e.g. brilliant detecti\{e, drunk, scrooge, cruel stepmother, etc.

BACK TO TOP

POINT OF VIEW

Point of view, or p.c.v., is defined as the angle from which the story is told.

1. Innocent Eye - The story is told through the eyes of a child (his/her judgment
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being different from that of an adult) .

2 Stream of Consciousness - The story is told so that the reader feels as if they
are inside the head of one character and knows all their thoughts and reactions.

3. First Person - The story is told by the protagonist or one of the characters who
interacts closely with the protagonist or other characters {using pronouns |, me, we,
etc). The reader sees the story through this person's eyes as hefshe experiences it
and only knows what he/she knows or feels.

4. Omuniscient- The author can natrate the story using the omniscient point of
view. He can move from character to character, event to event, having free access
to the thoughts, feelings and motivations of his characters and he introduces
information where and when he chooses. There are two main types of amniscient
point of view:

a) Omniscient Limited - The author tells the story in third person (using pronouns
they, she, he, it, etc). We know only what the character knows and what the author
allows him/her to tell us. We can see the thoughts and feelings of characters if the
author chooses to reveal them to us. '

b} Ommniscient Objective - The author tells the story in the third person.
appears as though a camera is following the characters, going anywhere, and
recording only what is seen and heard. There is no comment on the characters or
their thoughts. No interpretations are offered. The reader is placed in the position of
spectator without the author there to explain, The reader has o interpret events on

his own.
BACK TG TGP

THEME -- The theme in a plece of fiction is its confrolling idea or its central insight.
it is the author's underlying meaning or main idea that he is trying to convey. The
theme may be the author's thoughts about a topic or view of human nature. The
title of the short story usually points to what the writer is saying and he may use
various figures of speech to emphasize his theme, such as: symbol, allusion, simile,

metaphor, hyperbole, or irony.

Some simple examples of common themes from literature, TV, and film are:
- things are not always as they appear to be

- Love is blind

- Believe in yourself

- People are afraid of change

- Don't judge a book by its cover

BACKTQTOR
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Click here to Link to Ms. Endram‘é info. on figures of épaech & fiqurative language
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ELEMENTS OF SHORT STORIES

e A short story is a relatively brief fictional naxrative or story
written without using any rhymes of rhythms. The short story has
a beginning, a middle, and an end and is composed of the
following elements:
e Theme

Plot

Character

Sctting

Point of View

s

P @ & @

I. THEME—The cetitral idea that the author wishes to set forth in his or
her writing.
7o find the theme, ask yourself these questions.
1. What 1s the story about?
g 2. Whatis the central idea?
3. What observation did the author make sbout human nature?

( ) ) Il, PLOT—A series of related events that the author uses to develop the
theme of a story.  To identify the plot, ask yourself these questions:

{. What happens in the beginning of the story?

2. What happens in the middle of the story?

3. What happens at the end of the story?

T, CHARACTER-—The action of the story is centered around the
characters in the story. One central character usually dominates the story.

1V. SETTING—The stage upon which the action of the story tales place.
The setting is to a story just as the background is fo a paisting.

V. POINT OF VIEEW—The author’s choice of the teller of the story., The

point of view is important to the total structure and meaning of the short
story. To find the point of view, ask yourself who is telling the story.

@]
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. THEME-~The central idea that the author wishes to set forth in his or
her writing, :
To find the theme, ask yourself these questions:
1. What is the story about?
2. What is the central idea?
3. What observation did the author make about human nature?

1. PLOT—A series of related events that the author uses to develop the
theme of a story. 7o identify the plot, ask yourself these questions:

1. What happens in the beginning of the story?
2, What happens in the middle of the story?
3. What happens at the end of the story?

I CHARACTER-The action of the story is centered around the
characters in the story, One central character usually dominates the story.

1. Describe the most important character in the story,
2. Describe at least two other characters in the story.

- IV, SETTING—The stage upon which the action of the story takes place,
The setting is to a story just as the background is to a painting,

1. Describe the sétting of the story. Where does the story take
place? '

2. In what year and time of year does the story take place?
3. What is the mood in the story?

V. POINT OF VIEW-—The author’s choice of the teller of the story. The
point of view is important to the total structure and meaning of the short
story.

1. Who is telling the story?

@




2.

Why do you thirnk the author made this choice?

Literary techniques used to develop theme:

L

1.

2.

- about his subject.
. Realism-—the author attempts to portray life in his/her novel

foreshadowing——giving hints to the reader about what is to
happen next

flashbhack—the author interrupts the story to go back i time
to add scenes or information, This helps the reader understand
what is happening in the present.

. Ireny—the opposite of what is expected to happen. Either a

stateiment may have an opposite meaning, ot an outcome of
events may be the opposite of those hoped for or expected.
Tone—the “feeling” conveyed by the way the writer writes

realistically. He/she must use details to reflect the reality that
we see around us.

Romanticisin-—the author uses his imagination to present the
world to us. Af times his/her view may be exiremely
idealistic; at other times it may reflect extreme horror.

. THEOQRIES OF LITERATURE:
1.

Imitative theory—the author’s job is to present an imitation
of the world so we, the reader, can better understand fhe forces
of the world araund us that shape our thought and feeling. Art
imitates life.

Expressive theory—the author examines his internal view of
the world. “Truth” has nothing to do with the work. The
author shapes the world as he internally perceives it.
Affective theory—this theory is similar to the expressive
theory except the focus here is on the feelings of the reader.
The author attempts to sway the reader’s perceptions of the
world.

QUESTION TO PONDER: Does art imitate life or does art
generate or push us, the reader, into new patterns of thought and
behavior? :

EXPOSITIONthe beginning stage

a. the reader is given the seiting of the story



b. the reader is introduced to the principal characters and f;hen -
refationships to each other (-
¢. thereader ig given information about the events that existed
before the story actually begins.
d. The reader is also given some information about the conflict
in the story. CONFLICT is the struggle between opposing
forces.
Types of conflict:
Man vs. man-—external struggle between two or more individuals
Man vs. himself-—internal struggle concerning emotion and decision
Man vs. nature—external struggle between man and an element of nature.

e. the exposition sets the groundwork for the story.
1. COMPLICATION—mini-conflicts that confribute to the rige
in action.
a. Bach mini-conflict must be more intense than the other until
the most dramatic conflict occurs
b. This dramatic conflict {or climax) will hint to either the
success or failure of the principal character’s ability to win
his struggle or to simply solve his problem, .
2. CLIMAX—the turning point in the story, or the emotional (
high point ‘
a. this turping point is for the character, not the reader
3. FALLING ACTION--the events that lead to the resolution-
4, RESOLUTION (denouetnent)—ihe final stage
a. The outcome of the conflict or the resolution of the problem,
b. The outcome of the resolution will express the general
theme of the story.
A, All characters should be believable—have reco gnizable human
traits and characteristics
B. FOUR TYPES OF CHARACTERIZATION—techniques the
writer uses to develop character
1. What the author states
a, Physical description
2. What the characters say or do.
3. How the characters dress
a. The characters’ speech and dress play significant factors in
the development of their characterizations
4, What other characters say < )
3. Other A ) L /




. Types of characters:

1. protagenist---the central character—he or she can be good or
bad

2. antagonist—the “opposing” character(s)

Slatic 3. flat—characters who do NOT change in a story.

1L

rap re 4. round—characters who change
D. Analysis of characters:

1. motivation—what motivates the character to cause his/her
actions?

2. Behavior-——what are the actions of the character and why is
he/she behaving this way?

3. Censequences—what are the resulis of his/her actions?

4, Respounsibility—what moral, legal, or mental accountability

" does the character have?
5. Expectations—what expectations do you have for this
character?

. The setting determines the place, time, tone, and atmasphere

1. tone—the author’s attttude toward his/her material
2. atmosphere—ithe geacral feeling or mood set by the author

. The author must choose items of description that are important

not only because of their visual representation, but also in terms
of their impottance to the over effectiveness of the story.

. Technigues for establishing setéing:

1. Sensory details-——words that appeal to the senses
(sight/hearing/taste/touch/smell)
2. Figurative language:
a. simile—comparison using like or as
b. metaphor—comparison using is or form of is
1 implied metaphor
1. extended metaphor
3. personification

. Types of Polut of View:

I. first person—ithe narrator is the main character who tells his
own story. The narrator tells the story speaking with an “T" in
his/her own language.




2. First person observer—ihe narrator tells the story which he
has observed. The character is usually of secondary
jmportance in the story. He looks on and simply reporis what
the more important characters say.

3. Third person—ithe author is outside the story usmg “he” or
[<] Sh@”

a. Author-Observer—aliows the author to tell the story using
the third person. He remains outside the minds of the
characters. He records only what any observer in the same
situation might also see.

b. Omniscient author——may tell what happens with the p@wm
to go into the minds of characters and also give his own
comments. He/she is “all—knowing.”

. Edentifying pemt«of«-v:ew

When the natrator is a character in the st@ry ask:

1. Does the main character tell his own story? (first person
narrator)

2. Does a minor character tell the main character’s story? (first
persen observer :

When the narrator is not a character in the story ask:

1. Does the suthor tell what people think and explain feclings and
motives? (omniscient author)

2. Does the author simply tell the story without giving the
thoughts and feelings of the characters? (author observer)
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Elements of Short Stories Notes

A short story is g velatively brief fictional narrative or story written
without using any chymes or rhythms. The shorf story hag a beginning, a
middle, and an end, and it is composed of the following elements

o Thenme

s Plot

»  Character

o Paird of view

I. Theme: The central idea that the author wishes to set forth in his or her
writing.
e To find the theme, ask yourself these questions

L. What is the ghory about?

2. What is the central idea?

3. What gbservation did the author make about huran nature?

TT, Plot: A series of related events that the author uses to develop the
theme of a story,
e Taidentify the plot, ask yourself thege questions:

L, What happens in the beginning of the story

2. What happens in the piddle of the story

3. What happens ot the end of the story?

TIT, Character: The action of the story is centered around the charecters
in the stary, One cantral character usually dominates the story,

TV, Setting: The stage upon which the action of the story takes place. The
setting is o a giory just as the backgrouad is to a painting.




V. Boiat of View: The author's choice of the teller of the story. The point of
view ig important o the totdl structure and meaning of the short story,
o To find the point of view, ask yourself who i3 telling the story.

Literary techniques used to develop theme

i,

g,

7.

foreshadowing: giviag hints to the reader aboeut what is To happen
next,

flashback: the author intereupts the story te go back in time to
add gcenes or information. This helps the reader understand what
is happening in the present,

irony: the opposite of what is expected to happen. Either a
statement may have an opposite meaning, or an outcome of events
may be the opposite of those hoped for or expected.

tone: the "feeling” conveyed by the way the weiter writes about his
sulyject,

redligm the author attempts to portray life in his/her novel
realistically. He/she must use details to reflect the reality that we
see around us,

mmmmm ey

to us, At times his/her view may be extremely idealistic af other
times it may reflect extreme horror. '
aaturalism: this is a scientific method of writing that has no
supernatural elements to it

A. Theorizs of Literaiure

L imitative theory: The author's job is Yo present an
imitation of the world so we, the reader, can better
urderstand the Forces of the world arcund us that
shape our thought and feeling. Art imitates life,

2. expressive theory: The guthor examines his internal Al

view of the world, “Truth” has nothing to do with the
work. The auther shapes the world as he internally
perceives it
3. affective theory! This theory is similar fo the
. expressive theory except the focus here is on the
feelings of the reader. The author attempts to sway
the reader's perceptions of the warld,

l‘%’g& «,e



Gluestion to ponder: Does art imitate life or does art generate
or push ug, the reader, into new patterns of thought and
behavior?

Paris of Plot
L. Exposition: the beginning stage
a. the reader is given the getting of the story
b, the reader is introduced te the principal characters
and their relationships to each other.
¢. the reader is given information about the gvents that
axisted before the story actually beging
d. the reader is also given seme information about the conflict
in the story, Conflict is the struggle between
opposing forces,
«  There are three types of conflict
s man vs. man: externdal struggle between two or more
individuals
o man vs, fimself: internal struggle concerning emotion
and decision
o man ve. nature: external conflict between man and an
element of nature.
e, the exposition sets the groundwork for the story,
1T, Complication: mini-conflicts that contribute to the rise in action,
& Fach mini-conflict must be more intense than the other until the
most dramatic conflict occurs
b. This dramatic conflict or climax will hint to either the
syccess o failure of the principal character's ability o win his
struggle or to simply solve his problem
LT, Climax: The turning point in the story, or the emotional hlgh paint
& This turning peint is for the character, not the
reader
TV. Falling Action: The events that lead to the resolution
V, Resolution {denougllement): The final stage
a. The outcotme of the conflict or the resclution of the problem
b, The outcome of the resolution will express the general
thete of the story.




Characters

A. All characters should be believable and have recognizable

human traits and characterigtics

8, There are four types of characterization (the techniques the writer
ysed to develop character)

L.

What the author states
a. Physical description

2. What the characters say or do

3 How the characters dress

a. The characters speech and dress play significant
factars in the development of their
characterizations

4. What other characters gay

¢. There are various types of characters as well

L

protagonist: The central character. He or she can be

goed or bad
2. antagonist: the "opposing” character(s)

3.

flat/static: characters who do not

change (n a story
4, round/dynamic: characters wha do change in a story

D, Characters can be analyzed in the following ways:

i,

motivation: what motivates the character to cause his/her
actions?

behavior: what are the actions of the character and why is
he/she hehaving this way?

consequences: What are the resutts of his/her actions
responsibility: What moral, legal, or mental accountability does
the character have?

expectations: What expectations do you have for this
character?




Setting
A. The setting determines the place, time, tone, and atmosphere
1. tone: the author's attitude toward his/her material
2. atmosphere: the generd feeling or moed set by the author
B. The author musgt choose items of description that are important aot
only because of their visual representation, but alsa in Terms of their
importance to the over effectiveness of the story
¢. Techniques for establishing setting are ag follows:
1. sensory details: words that appeal to the senses
(sight/hearing/taste/ touch/smell)
2. figurative language
a. simile: comparison using the words like or a3
b. metapher: comparison using the word is or Torm of
is
¢, personification: giving human
characterigtics to nen-human things

Typas of Paint of View
A, The following are types of point of view:
1. first peeson: the narrator is the main
character who telfs his own story, The narrator tells
the story speaking with an "T" in his/her own language
2. first person cbserver the narrator tells the story
which he has observed, The character is usually of
secondary importance in the story. He looks on and
simply reports what the more important
characters say
third person: the author is outside the story using
“he” or “she”

a. Author observer: allows the authar to tell
the story using the third person. He remains
autside the minds of the characters, he
records only what any observer in the same
situation might also see

b, Omnisclent author: may tell what happens
with the power to go info the minds of

LAy




characters and alse give his own comments,
He/she is “all-knowing”

B. The following are afl ways to identify points of view
When the nareator is o character in the story asi
1. Does the main character tell his own story? (first
persen narrator)
2. Does o minor character tell the main character's story?
(First person observer)
When the nareater iz not ¢ charaster in the story osk:
{ Does the author tell what people think and explain
feelings and motives? {omuiscient outhar)
2. Does the author simply tell the story without giving the
thoughts and feelings of the characters? {author observer)




MName.
Pepriod:
Elements of Short Stories Notes

A short story is a relatively brief fictional narrative or story weitten
without using aay rhytmes or ehythms. The short story has a
, 4 andan L and i is

composed of the following elements

T Theme: The central idea that the author wishes to set forth in his ar her

writing.
« To find the theme, ask yourself these questions
1. What iz the about?
2. What is the ?
3. What did the author make about huran
nature?

TL. Olot: A series of related events that the author uses o develop the

theme of a story.
o Toidentify the plot, ask yourself these questions:

1. What happens in the of the story
2. What happens in the of the story
3. What happens at the _of the story?

TTL. Character: The action of the story ig centered around The
in the stary, One central character usually dominates

the stary.

TV, Setting: The stage upon which the action of the story takes place, The
sefting (s fo a just as the background is to a




V. Polnt of View: The author's choice of the teller of the story. The point of
view (g important io The and

of the short story.

o To find the point of view, ask yourself who is telling the story,

Literary techniques used to develop theme

L

2,

6,

7,

. giving hints o the reader about what

is to happen aext.

t the author interrupts the story 16 go
back in tite o add scenes or information. This helps the reader
understand what is happening in the
i the opposite of what is expected i‘e happet.
Either a statement may have an opposite teaning, oc an outcote of
events raay be the opposite of those hoped for or expected,

: the “feeling” conveyed by the way the writer
writes about his subject,

- the author attempts To portray life in
his/her novel realistically. He/she must use details to reflect the
reality that we see around us,

< the author uses his imagination to
nresent the world to us. At times his/har view may be extremely
idealistic; at other times it may reflect exireme horror.

: thig is a seientific method of writing

that has no superaatural elements to it

A. Thearies of Litercture

L : The
authior's job is to present an imitation of the world so
we, the reader, can better understand the forces of
the world around ug that shape our thought and feeling,
Art imitates life.

2. : The
author exanmines his internal view of the world, "Truth”
has nothing To do with the work. The author shapes the
world as he internally perceives it

3. : This
theary is similar to the expressive theory except the
focus here s on the feelings of the reader. The author
attempts to sway the reader's perceptions of the warld.




Guestion to ponder: Does art imitate fife or does art generate
or push usg, the reader, into new patterns of thought and
behavior?
Parts of Plot
I. Exposition: the beginning stage
a. the reader is given the of the story
b. the reader is introduced to the principal
and their relationships to each ather.
¢. the reader is given information about the that
existed before the story actually begins

4. the reader is alse given some information abaut the

in the story. ig the struggle between
apposing forces.
n There are fypes of conflict
® Vs, s external struggle between
two or wore individuals
a Vs, L interaal struggle conceraing
emotion and decision
@ V8, s external conflict
between man and an element of nature,
e. the exposition setg the for the story,

IT, Complication: mini-conflicts that contribute to the rise in action,
o Each wini-conflict must be more intense than the other until the
most dramatic conflict oceurs
b, This dramatic conflict or witl hint to either the
success or failure of the principal character's ability te win his
steuggle or to simply solve his problem
TIT. Climae The turning poiat in the story, or the etnotional high point
a. This turning point is for the , not the
peader
IV, Falling Action: The events that lead Yo the
V. Resalution (denouncement): The
@ The outcome of the conflict or the resolution of the prablet
b. The outcome of the resolution will express the general
of the story,




Characters
A. All characters should be bellevable and have recognizable
and characteristics
B. Thereare types of characterization (the techniques
the writer uses to develop character)
1. What the author
a. Physical description
2. What the characters ar
3. How the characters
a. The characters' speech and dress play significant
factors in the development of their
characterizations

4. What other characters

C. There are various types of characters as well
1. protagonist: The character, He or she can be
ot
2. antagonist: the ™ * character{s)
3. flat/static: characters who
change in a story
4, pound/dynamict characters who do change in a story

. Characters can be analyzed in the following ways:
1 motivation: what motivates the character to cause his/hee
actions?
2. behavior: what are the actions of the character and why i3
he/she behaving this way?
cotisequences: What are the results of his/her actions
4, vesponsibility: What mordl, legal, or mental accountability doas
the character have?
5. expectations: What expectations do you have for this
character?

o




Setting
A. The selting determines the place, time, tone, and atimesphere

1, tona: the author's toward his/her
material

2. atmosphere: the general feeling or set by the
author

8, The author tust choose items of description that are important not
only because of their visual representation, but also in terms of their
importance 1o the over effectiveness of the story

¢, Techniques for astablishing sefting are as fallows:

i sensory details: words that appeal fo the
(sight /hearing/taste/ touch/smell)
2. figurative language
a. simile: comparison using thewords _____ or

b, metaphor: comparison using the word is or form of
ig

¢, personification: giving human

to non-huwnan things

Types of Point of View

A, The following are types of point of view:
1. first person: the narrator is the

who tells hig own story.
The narrator vells the story speaking with aa "1" in
kis/her own language

2. First person observer the narcator fells the story
which he has obaarved. The
is usually of secondary impartance in the story. He
looks on and simply reports what the more
important characters say

3. third parson: the suthor (s outside the story using
*he” or “she”

a. Adthor obseever: allows the author to tell
the story using the third person. He remaing
outside the minds of the characters. he
records only what any observer in the same
situation might alse see




b. Omniscient author may tell what happens
with the power 1o go into The minds of
characters and alse give his own comments,
He/she is " - !

8. The following are all ways To identify points of view
When the aarrator is & character in the story ash
1, Does the main character tell his own story? {first
person nareator)
2. Doeg a winor character tell the main character's story?
{first parson observer)
VWhen the narrator is not o choracter in the story ask:
1. Does the author tell what people think and explain
fealings and motives? (omniscient author)
2. Does the author simply tell the story without giving the
thoughts and Teelings of the characters? (author dbsarver)
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Literary Terms

o Poefry Lesson

Genre is an important word in the English class, We teach differsnt genres of literature such as poetry,
short stories, myths, plays, non-fiction, novels, mysteries, and so on. When we speak about a kind of
literatute we ave reafly speaking about a genre of literature. So when someone asks you what genre of
litarature you like, you might answer, poetty, novels, comics, and so on. )

Carla Beard: Who knows why we call it fipurative language?
Student: Because you have to figure out what it meang!”

Peggy Smith: Cut out newspaper headlines and tities of articles- especially from the sparts seetion, Paste
them ot a posterboard and number them. Have students identify the figure of speech by number and
explain in conerets terms what the line is saying. Some examples from today's Plain Dealer: “Buckeyes
clip ice-cold Gophars®, "New Crop of Garden Catalogs", “The Heat is Back on Steel Makers®. These are
pretty lame, but usually there are some good pickings in the daily newspaper.

Allegory Dopgelganger Pathetic Fallacy
Alliteration Ekphrastic Periphrasis
Allusion Emulation Periodic Strugture
Amplification Epilogug Persanification
Anapram Epithet Point of View
Analogy Buplemisin Plaot

Anaphora Euphory Polygyndeton
anasteonhe Faulty Paratlelism Partmanteay,
Anthropomoiphism Flashback Prologue

Animal related words Folil Puns

Antithesis Fareshadowing Rbymne Scheme
Aphorism Hyperbation Rliythm & Rhyme
Apostrophte/Authorial [nfry Hyperbole Satire

Archetype imagery Setting
Assonznge Internal Rhyime Stile
Asyndeton [uversion Spoonerism
Biblomancy Irony. Stanza
Bildungsroman Juxtaposition Siream of Consclousness
Cagophony Kennings Syllepsis

Cacgura Malapropism Symbol
Characterization Metaphor Synecdoche
Chiasmus Metonymy Syuesthesia
Circumloeution Matif Syatax

Contlict Maod Thene
Cannotation Negative Capability Tone

Consonance Nemesig Tragedy
Denotation Onomatopoeia Understatement
Deus sx Maghinga Oxyeoron Verisimilitude
Diction Paradox Verse

For specific types of poetry fike sannet, ode, etc, ga HERE

Cither Sources

http:/fwww.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/

212412009
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BedfordStMartins

The Forest of Rheforic

Literary Terims.

Literary and Rhetorical Terms The Department of English, University of Victoria

Maore Lit Terms from Joel Sommer Liftauer

Rhetorical Figures

Virtual Salt & Glossary of Literary Terms from Robert Hatris
Virtual Salt Rhetorical Devices from K Harris.

Wikipedia Literary Terms.

Words of Art

Writing Tools from Matthew Alexander

® % &% a a & & 6 & & €

Please email comments efc about the entries, Please put the literary term being discussed in your niissive
ot the subject line.
mainfaiined by: The students in Cyber English

hitp/fwwwtnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/ 212442009



“The Most Dangerous Game”
Richard Connell

L.

Journal; What activities/ games do you participate in for fun? How do they
challenge you? Are they dangerous? Are some people’s hobbies or jobs
dangerous?

Create a plot chart:

Write 3-5 questions you have of the text, author, or situation as you read:

a.

b.

c.

Make a chart including both Zaroff and Rainford, List two traits for each and
provide direct textual evidence including the page number citation (60).

How are the two men similar? Different?

Choose two sections of text that foreshadow something to come. Cite them and
then explain what events they foreshadow.

Explain the role of conflict in the story.

Choose two images presented in the text. Provide the text and then explain the
effect Connel’s description has for the story.

9. Explain the twist ending? How does it help build the author’s main idea?

10. Take your own notes. Which parts seem significant to you? Which descriptions

are vivid? What is interesting?



“The Necklace”
Guy de Maupassant

Journal: What is status? How do we obtain status? What effect does status have upon
our lives?

L.

2.

R

Describe Madams Loisel and provide textual evidence to support your claims.
Paragraph or table form is acceptable presentation.

How does Madame Loisel respond to her husband’s gift? Ys she justified in her
reaction? How should he feel?

What motivates Madame Loisel? Make two columns: Action// Motivation shown
What is Madame Loisel’s flaw/ downfall?

Who should the reader most sympathize with? Why?

What is ironic about the situation?

Bxplain how the third-person omniscient point of view affects the story.

What lesson do you think the author is trying to impress upon the reader?
Support your answer,



“The Open Window™

Journal: What is the difference between lying and joking? Is deceit deceptive no matter

the issue?
i. Explain the significance of the characters’ names: Vera, Mr. Framton Nuttel, Mrs.
Sappleton.
2. Note at least one example of irony.
3. TIs this story effective from a third-person narration? How would it be different if

told from first person point of view? Would it be as effective? Why or why not?
What allows Vera to play her trick on Mr. Nuttel? Multiple aspects make it
possible.



“A Sound of Thunder™

Journal: If you could travel in time, where and when would you travel to? Why?

1.

What is foreshadowing?

2. Note two examples of foreshadowing from the text. Write the sentence and tell

b

what it foretells.

Sequence: Create three timelines: one noting actual time and events in the story
for the characters; another noting time periods created by time travel; another that
explores cause-effect relationships of the events that then cause the final result
{change in presidency).

Explain the significance of the statement: “Stay on the Path.”

What is the “sound of thunder”?

Study vocabulary noted throughout reading.



“Pancakes” by Joan Bauer

Divections: You may save and modify this sheet as needed for class, Answer each of the questions
fully citing text where appropriate.

Journal: What is perfect? Can it be reached?
. Plot: Make a plot chart that shows the progression throughout the story.

2. Characters: In three columns note the character's name, traits/ characteristics, and textual evidence
{what is said or done in the story to reveal the traits.

3. Trony: Where in the story is irony used? Note text with page number and explain how it is ironic.
4. Theme: What is the theme or main idea of the piece?

5. Are there any recurring words or ideas?

6. What can be said about Jill? Make a claim and support your claim citing text from the short story,

7. What effects does utilizing a first-person narrator have on the story? How would the story be
changed using a third-person narrator? Which would be more elfective? Why?



“ The Cask of “The Necklace”
Amontillado”
Exposition: Fxposition:

Complications (mini-
conflicts);

Coraplications (mini-
conflicis):

Rising Action: Rising Action:
Climax: Climax:
Falling Action: Falling Action:

Resolution (theme):

Resolution (theme):

Save as Chart for short stories




. Short Story - Essay Topies ~ BC

Complete up to three of the essays for a
possible 18 points per essay. These are
essays, meaning you must write organized
and supported responses. You need to
make claims, give evidence from the
story, and then explain how the evidence
proves the claim.

s How does the concept of justice present itself in both "The
Cask of Amontillade” and “The Necklace"?

o Describe how the setting for "The Cask of Amontiflado” helps
to set the tone of the plece,

o What is one problem that both Montresor and Madame Lolsel
shiare and how does the author let us know that they have this
problem?

s What is the theme of “The Cask of Amontillado” and "The
Necklace'? Are they simitar or different and how?

o What point of view were “The Cask of Amontillado” and "The
Neckiace” written in and what type of impact dees that have on

. each of the stories?




