s

5%
i

e

SR
BT

-

L
i

8
e
L




For the Teacher

IC 28-30-5-4

System of government; American history
Sec. 4. (a) Fach public schoot and nonpublic schiool shall provide within the two (2) weeks preceding a
general election for all students in grades 6 theough 12 five (8} full recitation periods of class discussion
COnCerning:
(1) the system of government in Indiana and in the United States;
{2) methods of voting;
{(3) party structures;
{4} election laws; and
(5) the ragponsibilities of citizen participation in government and in elections.
{b} A student may not receive a high school dipfoma unless the student has completed a two (2} semester
course in American history.
{c} If 2 public school superintendent violates this section, the state superintendent shall receive and
record repurts of the violations. The general assembly may examine these reporia.

{ndiana state law requires all students from grades 6-12 to receive five full days of instruction about the content
fisted above, This efection guide, created by the social studies department of New Castle High School, is
intended to help teachers in meeting that requirement.

This guide is designed o thoroughly supplement the requirements of each of the five sections above. Each topic
may correfate with a day of the week for the unit. Teachers may use their professional discretion as to which
particutar areas of study they wish to emphasize and which resources will prove most helpful. The “Questions
for Discussion” sections ¢an serve as starfing points for class disoussion or as the basis for writing assignments.
At the end of the unit, be sure to spend some time analyzing the election results and discussing implications,
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Jecti

1 you are a senior, vou may be voting for the first time on November 6, 2012, The rest of you will be eligible to
vate before you krow 1. Whether you are old enough to vote this time or not, the results of this year'’s election
will affect gy future for many vears to come, The candidates who end up representing us will eltimately be
responsible for how much you pay in college tuition, whether it will be easy to find 2 well-paying job, how much
you pay for healtheare, and whether vou will have the same opporiunities for success as previous generations. As
an American citizen, it is vour duty to learn as much as you can about the election process—not only for your
awn benefic, but to ensure that our democratic way of Life continues.

sies

There are 193 different countrics in the world. Fach of these
countries has a different form of government. Same countries
are ruled by & king or a queen. Other countries are ruled by a
dictator or by one political party. The United States, however,
has a demorratic form of government, Demooracy means "rule
by the people.”

The United States, however, s not g pure democracy. The
framers of the Constitution were wary of concentrating (0o
much power in the hands of the citizens. Because they feared
“mob rule,” thev created a system of government in which the
citizens would be represented by elecied officials. This is calied
representative democracy.

In certain situations, pure, or divect, democracy is practical, Citizens oftens vote on issues in town hall meetings.
Shareholders vote on issues affecting corporations. Students in a class may vote on which day they would prefer
ko take a test. However, the United States has a population of nearty 315 million people, and Indiana has over
8.5 million people. If even a very small fraction of Hooslers showed up in Washington, 1D.C. (o vote on an
important issue affecting Indiana, it would be logistically impossible.

The United States is actually a democratic vepublic. Our United States Constitution gives us the power to elect
people to regresent us in governmenit, The Constitution also tells us who is eligible to run for president, how long
the president’s term iz supposed €0 be, when the president takes office, and what powers the president has, The
same 18 true for members of Congress.

A unique feature of our United States government is that we have three branches of government. This is because
of & concept known as separation of powess.

BRANCH PURPOSE WHO WE ELECT

Execmtive enforces faws President (national levely, Governor (state level)

Legidiative makes laws Senators, Representatives (both national and state level)
Fodicial interprets laws Judges {at the local level)
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ievels

During your senior vear you will learn guite & bit about how our American government i¢ organized, especially if
you take AP United States Government and Politics. For now, it is helpfil to know that there are basically three
levels of government-—national, state, and local. In this election guide, we will fearn about candidates running
for office at all three levels,

MNational level

The national fevel of government involves the entive United States,

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Every four years, Americans elect 2 President and Vice-President. The president and vice president run
together—ihis is called a ticket, The current president, Barack Obama, is running for re-election. This
means he is the dncmmbent, Obama 15 being challenged by former Massachusetts governor Milt Rommney.
Obama is a Democrat; Romney is a Republican, The Libertarian candidate is Gary Johnson, Ofall the
electable offices, this one is the most important.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Our United Stares Congress is bicameral, which means if has two houses—the House of Represeniatives
and the Senate,

Every two years, all 435 seats the House of Representatives are up for election. The number of seats
cach state has in the House is determined every ten years basad on population {this is cafled
apportionment). Indiana has nine seats {we are in the 47 District). California, the most populous state,
has fifty-three seats. Sparsely populated states Hke Wyoming orly have one representative in Congress.

Magp showing House of
Representatives
reapportionment based
on the 2014 census.

€ In which region of the
Mo Change Unfted States did states
lose population?

"‘TQS’%

The Semate is different. Fach state has two senators regardless of its population. Senators are elected fora
six-year term, and these terms are staggeved. As an example, Republican Dan Coats was ¢lected as our
Indiana Senator in 20140, The seat currently occupied by Republican Richard Lugar is up for election in
2012, In 2014, there will be no seats up for re-election, By 2016, Dan Coats” seat will once again be
available. This means that during any election, only one-third of Senate seats are available,
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State level

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The governor is the main slected official at the state level, Mitch Danicls, who was fivst elected in 2004,
s not eligible to vun again. Republican Mike Pence, Democrat John Gregg, and Libertarian Rupert
Boneham are all vying to be Indiana’s next governor. Like the office of president, the term of an Indiana
governar is four years,

Two other statewide executive branch positions are ap for election s year, Greg Zoeller (R) 18 running
against Kay Fleming 00) for Indiana Attorney General. Incumbent Tony Bennett (R) faces challenger
(lenda Ritz (D) for State Superintendent of Public Instraction, The state superintendent’s race is being
closely followed by those who have a stake in education.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

The Indiana General Assembly in Indianapolis is the state-level equivalent to the United States Congress
1 Washington, 3.0,

The Indiana General Assembly is the legislative body of Indiana. it consists of an upper house, the
Indizna Semate, and a lower house, the Indiasa House of Bepresentatives,

Chamber Number of Members | Length of Term
Indiana Senate 50 4 years
Indiana House of Eepresentatives 100 2 years

The central and southern thirds of Heory County are part of State Senate District # 42, Republican Jean
Leising of Oldenburg is our current state senator and she is running unopposed for re-election.

In the House of Representatives, all of Henry County s currently represented by Republican Tom
Saunders of Lewisville, We are in the 54 District, Saunders is running for re-clection this year against
Libertarian Jererniah Morrell, There s no Democratic challenger this time.

Local

Tocal government is right here in New Castle and Henry County. You may
know sameone who is on the City Coundal or who works in the Mayor's
affice. Decisions made by city and county officials affect our lives on a daily
basis. It is very casy to be involved in local government, You can attend
council meetings, write letters to the editor, participate in local events, help
with campaigns, and work at the polls on Election Day.

En 2013, the following offices are up for election: Judge of the Henry Circuit
Clourt #2, county coroner, county surveyor, county commissioner (middle
and southern disoricts), county council at-large, and school board.

MNovember 2012 marks the first time school board glections will be held in the
fall. Previously they were held in the primary election in May. School board
elections are non-paritisan, which means they do not involve political parties,
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What is the difference between divect democracy and representative democracy, and why is
representative democracy mors practical?

Which issues will be most inportant 0 you once you graduate high school?
What would be some digadvantages i€ we only had one house tn Congress instead of two!?

Which house of Congress, Senate or Flouse of Representatives, do you think is more directly responsible
to the peaple, and why?

At which level of government-—national, state, or local—do vou think you can make the most difference
as a voter and as a cifizen? Hxplain,

demacratic jrdicial branch Senate

representative democracy ticket apportionment
democratic republic incumbent LOVEInOr

executive branch bicameral Indiana General Assembly
tegistative branch Flouse of Hepresentatives non-narisan

[

Perswasive writing. Imagine that vou have 2 friend who is a senior and i3 eighteen vears old. Your
friend, however, sees no reason to vote. In a well-orpanized response, convince your friend of dhe
importance of voting. Be sure to include arguments that are aimed toward voters in the 18-24 vear-old
age group {which historically has the lowest voter turnout),

Choose an issue that affects you directdy (turtion, jobs, healtheare, efc)) and explate why it is importast to
yOou.

Explore the Indiana General Assembly District Locokup Service,

28

& ONLINE:
s Indigna General Assembly District Lookup Service {(kiipy/ /district.iga.n gdov/Districtlookup/)
»  Henvy County (wwwhenryo.net)
s ity of New Castle (www.cityofnewoastle.net)
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The Constitution says that the states are responsible for conducting elections. Traditional voting takes place on
Election Day-—the first Tuesday in November, However, there are other wavs 1o vote in Indiana:

Absentee voting

As a registered voter in Indiana, you are cligible to vote absentee-in-person al your county election board office
beginning 29 days before Blection Day. This is known as “eardy voting” and has become increasingly common
among the states in recent vears, in part 10 encourage greater voler turnout,

In order to votc sbsentee~-by-mail, one of the following must apply:

f. You have a specific, reasonable expectation that you will be absent from the county on Election Day

during the entive 12 hours that the polls are open {6 am to 6 pm),

You have a disability.

You are at [east 65 vears of age.

You witl have official election duties outside of vour precingt,

You are scheduled to work at your regular place of employment during the entive 12 hours that the polls

are open.

G, Youwill be confined due to ilness or injury or you will be caring for an individual confined due (o ilness
or injury during the entive 12 hours that the polls are open.

7. You are prevented from voting because of a religious discipline or religious boliday during the entive 12
hours that the polls are open.

8. You are a participant i the state’s address confidentiality progran.

9. You are a membey of the military or a public safety officer,

18, You are eligible to vote at a precinet or foremer residence under a fail safe procedure in IC 3-16-11 or ¥C 3-
13-12.

h e L 13

When the county election board receives vour application for 2 mail-in absentee baliot, they will process it and if
the application is approved, mail you an absentee batlot for the upcoming election,

In order to vote absentes-by-traveling board, you must fit into bullet points 2 or 6 above. The baliot will be
delivered to vou by a bi- partisan absentes voter board who will be able ro assist you with vour baliot,

absentee-by-mail absentes-by-traveling board

b Whart are some advantages 1o voiing early?
2. What are some potential disadvantages to voting several days before Plection Day?
B ONEINE: Wtp/ Sfwwwingov/sos/ elections /files /20132 _indiana_Voter [nformation_Guide.pdf
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Political parties play a tremendousty important role in American politics and government. A political party is an
orgamzation of citizens who wish to influence and conteol government by getting their members clected to office.
Irt the United States, we have a two-party system.

History of political parties

Afthough George Washington warned sgainst political parties in his Farewell Address, we have had two major
parties since the earliest years of our republic,

The first major rivalry was between the Federalists (led by Alexander Hamilton) and the Democratic-
Republicans {led by Thomas Jefferson). The Federalists favored a strong central government. The opposition
believed that more power should rest with the people. When Thomas Jefferson defeated fncumbent Fedexalist
Fohn Adams for the presidency in 1800, it marked 2 remarkably smooth fransition of power from one party (o
the other. Since that time, America has been known for peaceful elections. The same cannot be said, however,
for ather nations whose elections are often marved by violenoe and unvest.

After the influence of the Federalists faded, the Democratic Party grew strong under the presidency of Andrew
Jackson. Their main competition was from the Whig Party. The Republican Party was founded in 1854 as
tensions grew over stavery, The Republicans replaced the Whigs as a major party. Abraham Lincoin became the
first Republican president in 1860, Republicans continued to be successful until the election of Democrat
Franklin . Koosevelt in 1932,

Today, just as in the time of Lincoln, we have two major political parties — the Dremocratic Party and the
Repablican Party. The Democrats control the White Flouse under the leadership of Barack Obama. Republicans
hold a majority in the House of Represeniatives, and Democrats control the Senate. This is what is known as
divided goverament. Since the clection of Richard Nizon in 1968, neither political party has dominated
potitics—the influcace of the two parties has been fairly even. This ensures that elections are cornpetitive. It also
means that in recent vears our nation has become more polarized and more sharply divided.

Democrats vs. Republicans

Although there are other political parties in the United States (the third largest being the Libertarian Party), our
focus in this section is on the two major parties.

PARTY | SYMBOL | IDEOLOGY- BASIC BELIEFS
i .
; gﬁ%w %33’% The role of government is to help its citizens.
Diemocratic %t ; § liberal The government has a responsibility to alleviate social ds

and protect orell Hberties and individual and human rights.

Government should be lmited in favor of personal
responsibility, the free market, individual liberty, and
traditional American valzes.

A strong national defense &5 important.

Repablican conservative

* An ideology 15 a set of ideas that constitute one's goals, expectations, and actions.
MOHS 2012 ELECTION GUIDE o 8




Function and purpose of political pariies

Although an increasing number of Americans are growing disiflusioned by political parties, parties nevertheless
play an wmportant vole in our government.

Bolitical parties ...

*  give people a voice in government

s choose, or nodnate, candidates to ran for public office

»  provide candidates with resources {inancial support, voters, ¢lc.)

+  provide leadership in government {whichever party is in power influences public pokcy)

« act ag “watchdogs” {the party out of power makes sure that the party in power is living up to its
DBEORESEs)

&

educate voters (political parties present imformation to voters about important issues)
get citizens involved in the pofitical process (voting, carpaigning, participating in events)
& encourage debate

Third parties

Unlike many Western Furdpean democracies, third parties have generally been unsuccessful in the United States
{despite a few notable exceptions). Third parties ofien form to support a particular cause or idea. In 1912, former
president Theodore Roosevelt formed the Progressive, ar “Bull Moose” party after ke failed to win the
Republican nomination. In 1992, independent Texas illionaire H, Ross Perot launched a successful campaign
for president against George FL'W. Bush and Bifl Clinton. Perot got 19 percent of the popular vote and formed
the Reform Party. Although third-party candidates rarely win major elections, third parties nevertheless play an
imiportant role tn American politics, Third parties often point out weaknesses in the major parties. Additionally,
third parties frequently introduce new ideas which become part of the national political discussion.

Major Third Parties in the United States include the Libertarian Party, Green Party, and Constitution Party.
There are many more officially recognized political parties In the United States. However, they do not receive
much attention.

s

SOEHIRCE FOR THIS SECTION: CliffsNotas.com. The Structure of Faliticol Parties. 21 et 2012
<http/ fwwwe cliffsnotes.com/study_guide/tonicarticleld-65383, articleid-65505 htmi>,

The major political parties are organized at the local (usually county), state, and national levels. Party leaders
and activists are involved in choosing people to run for office, managing and financing campaigns, and
developing positions and policies that appeal to party constituents. The pational party organizations play key
roles in presidential elections,

Local party organization

Political parties operate af the local level in municipal and county elections (though many cities choose officials
~ mayors and members of cty council ~~ through nonpariisan elections, in which candidates effectively run as
independents without party affiliation). In partisas elections, the party is involved in identifying candidates,
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providing professional staff, and taking positions on izsues of immediate concern to voters. The party [eadership
recognizes thal the intevaction between party workers, candidates, and voters s important,

In the late 19th century on through a good part of the 20th century, political mackines fourished in several large
cities; Tammany Hall in New York, Frank Hague in Jersey City, the Pendergast fanuly in Kansas City, and
Richard Daley in Chicago are examples. The political bosses, the mayors, and the party leaders used their
controd of patronage jobs to reward party loyalty and provide a broad range of social services, Reforms i the
civil service and the growth of primary elections gradually brought an end to machine politics.

State party organization

Political parties prepare for statewide elections. Party activists are named as electors in the Tlectoral College if
their party carries the state in a presidential election. Candidates for state office may be chosen through a primary
election, state convention, OF CRUCUS process. At a state caucus, party merabers select their candidates. In many
states, the executive officials — governor, lisutenant governor, treasurer, and atiomney general — are elected as
individuals, Although the party's slate, its candidates for oftice, is listed on the ballot, voters can vote for any
candidate they want. [n such states, it is not nnusual for voters to elect a Democratic governor and a Repubhican
Hentenant governor ar vice versa,

National party organization

At the nanional level, political parties run candidates for Congress and the presidency. Bach party kas its own
national committes made up of party leaders, elected officials, and the chairs of the state party organizations.
The chair of the national cormittee is chosen by the party's candidate for president. The Democratic and
Republican national committees do not run the campaigns of theiy respective presidential candidates; they plav a
supporting role to the campaign organizations of the candidates thernselves. In both the Senate and the House,
each party has Us own congressional campaign comunittes, which raises money for congressional elections.

The national convention

The national committee loosely runs the party between natonal conventions. As noted earlier, a party's choices
for president and vice president are nomunated at the national convention, The delegates to the convention are
already comumited to voie for particular candidates based on the results of the state primary or caucus vorng.
‘While some delegates are appointed by the state party organization, the overwhelming majority are selected
through primaries and cavcuses, A party's nominee is offen determined months before the convention, which
malies the choice offimal. The party works on and announces its platform at the national convention. The
platform is made up of planks that explain how the party stands on the issues facing the country. The terms
lagform and plank date from the presidential election of 1837, when national party conventions were first held,
Developing the platform s often the most controversial part of the convention. The Republicans, for examyple,
have lad to work out an acceptable compromise on abortion between pro-choice and pro-life forces within the
party.

iscussi

I. Would cur country be better off without having two major political parties? Why or why not?

2. Why do you think third parties are not as successful in the United States? What would need to change o
make them successful?

3. How do political parties make a postiive lmpact on American politics?
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Why might members of a political party have rouble agreeing on a platform?

Avre national party conventions still useful? Or are they more for show these days?

Republicans will often use the phrase “liberal” as something negative, Democrats do the same thing with
the terms “Tea Party” or “extrenust.” Do you think politiclans spend too much time on Iabels, and oot

enough on issues? Or is it important (o point out the perceived shortcomings of your opponent?

America is deeply divided. Are there some issues that both parties should “agree to disagree” on? Or do
these controversial issues {abortion, gay marriage, faith, values, et} need o remain in focus? Explain.

political party polarized slate
two-party system ideology platform
Demaocratic Party nominate planks
Republican Party non-partisan elections

Pabertarian Party political machines

divided government CALCES

&3]

3

Visit the websites of at least two political parties of the United States. Compare their platforms.

Identify whether vou consider yourself a fiberal, conservative, or somewhere in between. Then take the
Political Compass Test (http: /S www . politicalcompass. org/) (o see how your views align with
particular ideologies, Were your results what you expectad?

Try the Pew Research Center Political Typology Quiz (attp:/ /www.people-
press.org/tyvpology/guiv/). I very similar to the Political Compass Test, but may yield different
yestkts,

Ulsing the resources of the Internet, create a diagram to show how political parties are organized at the
Iocal, state, and national level

Write a persuasive cssay using one of the following theses (or one of your teacher’s recommendation):

+  The two party system is bad for America,

e Political parties play an important role in politics.

s Americans are too sharply divided because of political parties.
= Political parties promote healthy debate of important issues,

Interview someone in your family or neighborhood who considers themselves (o be a strong Democrat or
Republican. Ask them why their political party is important to them and why they support it.

it is rare that someone would agree completely with all the views of a political party. Research the issues
and create your own political party, Write a brief explanation of the purpose of your party and its goals.
Make your own platform by saying what you beliove about important issues (the economy, education,
nattonal defense, abortion, healtheare, gun rights, gay margiage, taxes, immigration, eftc) Make a poster
to feature your party’s main positions on the issuss,
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Fhe followiag information is taken from “Questions and Answers About Voter Registration in Indiana® by
the Indiana Election Division. (http//www.in.gov/sos/ elections/ files /08VoterRegistrationQ_ABrochure.pdf

s

£: Can T vegister to vote in Indiana?

You can register to vote in Indiana, if you are: 1.) [8 years old by the day of the general ¢lection; 2.3 A United
States citizen; 3.) Have lived in your precinet in Indiana for at least 30 days before the next general elaction; and
4.} Not corrently in prison after conviction of a crime.

O What if | don't Hve o & traditional residence?

I you have a non-fraditional residence, you still have the right to register and vote. Simply draw 2 map on the
voter registration application fndicating where you live {(where you usually spend the night) and list a mailing
address within your county that can be used to mall vour notification that vou are registered.

Q: Axn | already registered at the address wherve [ onzvently Hve?

You can call your county voter registration office to find out if vou are currently registered o vote at that
address. A phone nunber for cach county office is listed on the back of the brochure. You can check your
regisiration at www.indianavoters.com,

Q: Vm torndag 18 vight before the election, When can T register? When can | vete?

you are turning 18 before or on the next general election date, you can register. You can vote in both the
primary and general election, even if you are not 18 on the primary ¢lection date, However, you will not be
eligible to voie on school board members, political party precine committeemen, or political party state
convention delegates elected at the primary election.

{J: Where cam [ register to vote?

You may register (o vote by applying at a variety of places: your county voter registration office or clrouit court
clerk office, any license branch or public assistance office or other sites. You may register to vote in Indiana by
mail on a simple, preaddressed card that you can pick up at public libraries, license branches, local school
corporations with public secondary schools or local government offices, Mail-in registration forms are also
included with Indiana income tax return forms,

(). How do | register to vote?

You only need to fill out a simple form that asks for name, address, birth date and a voter identification number
(see explanation below), You will also be required to check boxes on the form to indicate that you are 2 U B,
citizen, and will be 18 vears of age on or before election day, The voter registration form requests some optional
information, such as your telephone number and e-mail address. The form also asks vou to list any previous
name or address you have used on a former voter registration so that these records can be updated. You must
then sign the form.

(J: What is my Voter [dentification Number as vequired on the voter registeation formm?

The vorer identification number is your Indiana driver’s icense numbser, If you do not have an Indiana driver's

ticense, then you must provide the last four digits of vour social security number. Tf you do not have an [ndiana
driver’'s Hicense or a social security card, you will be assigned an [D nmumber when your application is processed.

{3 Do I have to present personal identification documenis when § register o vote?

MNe, unless you are registering to vote for the first tme in Indiana by returning a registration form through the
wiail. I you register using the mail, you can include a photocopy of a current valid photo 1D, a current utilicy bilf,
bark statement, government check, paycheck, or other document, Whatever document you present must have
your name and address printed on the ID. Certain voters, such as military voters, are exempt from this
requirenient.
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{h What i 1 aem nnable to S out the form mvself?

Someone can help vou il out the form. IF vou cannat sign vour name, vou must make an dentifying mark on
the signature ling, IF someons Blls out the form for you, that person must write their name and address in the
lower right corner of the form.

i3 When must | register to vote?

You caa apply to be registered to vole at any time, Flowever, to vote in a primary or general slection, you must
be registered at least 29 days before that election, A mail-in voter registration application must be postmarked at
least 29 days before that election. Scme military voters and their family members can register untif noon on
election day. Contact your couaty voter registration office for information.

3 What do § do when I move?

You must file a new registration application. Check address change and flI out all the information, including
your previous address. You ¢an use & mailin O or do this in person at any county voler registration office. It
is important that you do this so that we can cancel your old registration.

£3: What if 1 move vight before an clection?

Iyou move in the last 29 days before the eleciion, you may still vote, T'o do so, contact vour county voter
registration office. If you moved more than 29 days before the election and did not change your registration
before the deadline, you will not be eligible (o vote at your former address unless you qualify to do so under
special procedures, Contact your county voter registeation office for more Information.

€3 When will | be vegistered?

Once your voter regisiration application is received, vour coumty voter registration office will pracess the
application and deformnine your eligibility. If vou are eligible, the county office will send you a voter registration
acknowledgment card. Once you recetve that card, you will be officially registered. I you are not eligible, or if
the application was incomplete, you will receive a notice denving the application or requesting the missing
information. I you have notreceived & voter registration card or a notice from your county within about 30
days, call vour county voter registration office.

£2: Can anyone cancel my voter registration?

If you have not changed your address since you registered to vote, the only way vour voter registration may be
canceled is if your county voter registration office is notified that you have {1} been convicted of & crime and
imprisaned, or (2) died. You can not be “purged” just becasse vou have not voted recently. You can request that
your voter registration be canceled, i for any reason vou no longer wish (o be registered. If vou have changed
vour address since you last registered, then your registration at vour old address may be cancelled if vour county
voter registration office is notified that vou have registered at a new address. There are also special procedures
that permit your county voter registration office 1o cancel vour registration after two general elections have been
held if your county voter registration office is notified that you no longer reside at vour old address. Remember
to file a new voter registration form with your county voter registration office whenever you move 0 a new
address or change your name!

3 Wheve will 1 vote?
Call your county voter registration office to find out where your poliing place will be located.

3 What if | can’t get €0 the poils on election day?

You may vote by absentee ballot for a variety of reasons: if you will be puiside the county on election day during
the entire 12 hours the poll is open; working in another polt on election day; confined due to illness, mjury, or
disability; or scheduled to work during the entive 12 hours the poll is open. You must request an absentee ballot
from vour county election board before the election to vote absentee, For more information, call vour couniy
voter registration office or the Indiana Election Division,
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WHY PEOPLE VOTE

¢ Tohave a say in issues that affect them

s To help decide a close election

s Tosupport a candidate they like

e Tohelp a fiiend or famtly member
e (ut of a sense of duty

& Because they valie the right to vote

WHY YOU SHOULD VOTE

Young voters (age 18-24) usually have
among the lowest voter twrnounl. As a
result, elected officials often 1gnore the
1ssues that are important (o this age group.
By voting, vou help send a clear message
that vour voice needs to be heard!

Voting  keeps  owr  clected  officials
accountable for their actions, By actively

participating in each election, you are |
helping keep democracy alive and making

vour local, state, and federal governments
more representative of all Americans,

& % @ @

& @

WHY PEOPLE DON'TVOTE

Thev don't think one vote matters
Voting never seems to change anything
They don’t feel like going to the polls
They have no way o get to the polls
They don't like politicians

They don’t feel informed on the issues

| One Voie IV

akes a Difference!

o ONEVOTE in 1776 made English the official language of the United States instead of German.
s ONE VOTE kept Aarvon Burr from becoming President in 1800, That same one vote elected

Thomas Jeflerson Fresident,

& @ @ % ® @

Presidentral Election instead of Al Gore,

ONE VOTE admiited Texas, California, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho to the United States.
ONE VOTE saved President Andrew Johnson from impeachment in 1868,

OME VOTE in the Blectoral College elected Rutherford B, Hayes to the presidency in 1876
ONE VOTE made Adolf Hitler head of the Nazi Party in 1923,

ONE VOTE in 1977 the mayor of Ann Arbor, Michigan was elected by one vote.

ONE VOTE on the Supreme Court in 2000 determined that George W. Bush had won the
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Political cartoons In the United States are an important way (o
express opinions about politicians and issues while having a
little fun. Political cartoons have been around almost as long as
our country. They became especially popular in the late (9%
century and are still popular today.

Grerman-born Thooeas Mast (1840-1902) was one of the most
famous American political cartoonists. Many of his cartoons
were extremely critical of powerful politicians. His carioons
were frequently published in a political magazine called Elarper’s Bemaoeratio Republican
Weekly. Nash first used the elephant to represent the Republican

Party. Today both the Democratic and Republican parties use Party Logo PartyLogo
Iogos that were first seen in political cartoons.

PETENERRES

B ks 07
Wi&? %ﬁﬁ‘%‘%ﬁ%

.’E‘{E“é‘fﬁ&’} ;o

’«m.van ‘ﬁs{

SEEANG oF BINDERS.
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1. Why do vou think the “undecideds” are playing such an important role in the 2012 Presidential Election?

2. 'What does the cartoonist suggest was Obama's real reason for saving he was offended by Romuney's
rernarks about the Benghazi tragedy?

3. Mitt Romney drew tremendous attention in the second presidential debate for saying that he had
“binders of women” to make sure that gualified female candidates were being considered for jobs while
he was governor of Massachusetts, What does the “binder” cartoon suggest about Mitt Romney’s
policies?

4, Romney and Obama are using washing machines in one of the cartoons. What is this intended to
represent?

5, 'What does the cartoon about various “Incarnations” of Mitt Romrey sugpest?
. What does the "podium” cartoon suggest about Obama'’s performance in the first debate?

Why might someonsg express themselves through a political cartoon rather than an essay ot commentary?

~3
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e Blect

Source: Wikipedia {but fact-checked for accuracy}

The Blectoral College is an example of an indirect election, consisting of 338 electors who officially clect the
President and Vice President of the United States. The number of electors (s equal 1o the {otal voting membership
of the United States Congress, 435 Representatives and 100 Senators, plus three electors from the Disirict of
Columbia. Article 11, Section 1, Clause 2 of the Constitution specifies the nwmber of electors to which each state
is entitled and state legislatures decide how they are chosen.

Voters in each state and the District of Columbia cast ballots selecting electors pledged to presidential and vice
presidential candidates. In nearly all states, electors are awarded on a winner-take-sll basis to the candidate who
wins the most votes in that state. Although electors are not required by federal law to honor 5 pledge, in the
overwhehming majority of cases they vote for the candidate to whom they are pledged. The Twelfth Amendment
provides for each elector (o cast one vote for President and one vote for Viee President. It also specifies how a
President and Vice President are elected. The Twenty-third Amendment specifies how many electors the District
of Columbia is entitled to have.

Critics argue that the Blectoral College is inherently undemocratic and gives swing states disproportionate
influence in electing the President and Vice President. Proponents argue that the Electoral College is an
important, distinguishing feature of federalism in the United States and that it protects the rights of smaller states,
Numercus constitutional amendments have been introduced in the Congress seeking to alter the Electoral
College or replace if with z direct popular vote,

Elactoral College map showing the results of the 2808 1.5, presidential election. Senator Barack Ghama (D-IL) won the
popular vote in 28 states and the District of Columblza (denoted in bive) to captura 365 electoral votes, Senator John BcCain (B-
AZ} wor the popular vote in 22 states {denoted in red) to capture 173 electoral votes. Nebraska spiit its electoral vote whan
Senator Qbama won the electoral vote from Mebraska's 2nd congressional district; the state's other four electoral votes want 1o
Senator MaCain,
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PO nesded Lo win

Cartogram representation of the Electoral College vote for the 2008 slection, with each square representing one slectoral vote,

Mote: This shows iow states with more electoral votes ave ultimately more important 1o candidates than those
states which have fewer votes,

The best way to learn about the Electoral College is use helpful online resources;

kel GNLENE:

e Tnteractive Electoral College Map (htlp:/ /wew.2 T0towincom/)
¢ Real Clear Politics Electoral College Map

{hitn:/ fwww.realdearpolitics.com/epelis/ 2012/ president/ 2012 _slections_electoral_coftege_map.htmi)
& HMow Stuff Waorks: The Blectoral College (Wtip:/ Sevan howstuffwarks.com/ electaral-coliege. tm)
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& (Continued)

The importance of “Swing States”

Swing states are those states which neither lean heavily Democratic nor Republican. Candidates will often focus
trernendous carnpalgn resources to reach voters in these critical states,

St orley

el
?Eav
fowra
e

. E‘“é I

Qi

Va,

: Ews‘%g»smfs& Hotes
Leaﬂﬁng!ﬂ.;%elgr Sz&ie *"cftér-

Tertat Q‘ﬁ rabl \mt%

arack Ghama |

277

s hiinc/ Swwwpolitico.com/ 2012 -election/ swing-stats/

I Isthe Electoral College a good system? Why or why not?

2. Does the Electoral College systern make ix unfair to states with smaller population?

3. Why have neither Romnpey nor Obama spent much thme campaigning or advertising in Indiana?
4. Why s Romney not likely to spend much time campaigning 1o California and WNew York?

5. Why are both Romuey and Obama campaigning so heavily in Ohio and Florida?

tivities

1. 1 Visit an interactive website where you can make your own predictions about the Electoral College.

2. 2. Write an essay explaining why the Blectoral College is 2 good or bad idea.
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National Offices

Fresident of the Unlted Siates

0 Barack Obama (D - Chicago, lilinois) - Incumbent / Vice President. Joe Biden

O Mitt Rorrmey (R ~ Boston, Massachusetls) - Challenger / Vice President: Paul Ryan
O Gary Johnson (L — Taos, New Msxico) - Challenger / Vice President: Jim Gray

United States Senate

O Joe Donnelly (D - Grangsr, 1INV - Qoean Seatl

0 Richard Mourdock (R - Darmstadi, 1IN} ~ Open Seat
0 Andrew Homing (L — Freadom, [N} — Open Seat

United States House of Representaiives {6th District)
[ Brad Bookout (O - Yorklown, IN) - Open Seat

[ Luke Messer (R — Shelbyvilie, IN) — Open Seat

O Rex Bell (L. - Hagerstown, [N} — Open Seaatl

Statewide Offices

indiana Governor

O John Gregg (D - Sandbom) ~ Cpen Seat / Lieutenant Govamor: Vi Bimpson

0 Mike Pence (R ~ Columbus) - Open Seatl / Lisutenant Governon: Sue Ellspernmann

0 Rupert Boneham (1. ~ Indianapolis) —~ Open Seat/ Lisutenant Governor: Brad Klopfenstein

Attorney Genseral
0 Greg Zosher (R} ~ Incumbent
O Kay Flaming (D} - Challenger

superintendent of Public instruction
O Tony Benmnett (R) - Incumbent
O Glenda Ritz {13 — Challenger
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eneral HAssembly Districts

Source: Let's Talk Politics 2012, indiana Chamber of Commearce

%ﬁﬁﬁ%

?’i% %f

Biarion County

atriam

pgeL g

Fouse Distvices approved by, the Indlana Gengral Assembly In 20T
See the Irgians Cede for the logal definitions of these dlstricts. -
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This map shows how New Castle has Gve wards. Each ward is represented by a city council member, The
precincts are the smaller divisions of each ward. Precinets are where people go to vote.

MOT IO SCALE

vy ey
Jraie

CITY OF NEW CASTLE
COUNCIL WARD MAF

LEGEMD: - .
rommney FRECITT SOUNDARY
FORATE BOLNDARY
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2012 GENERAL ELECTION CANDIDATES

MITT ROMNEY/PAUL RYAN
BARACK OBAMA/IOE BEDEN
GARY JORNSONAAMES P GRAY
WRITE IN

RICHARD E MOURIKOCK
JOR DOMNNELLY

ANDREW (ANDY) HORNING
WRITE M

MIKE PENCE/SUE ELLSPERMANN
JOMN R GREGG/VI SIMPSON

RITE IN

GREG ZCELLER
KAY FLEMING

TONY BENNETT
GLENDA RITZ

LUKE MESSER
BRADLEY T BOOKOQUT
REX BELL

WRITE IN

JEAN LEISING
NG CANDIDATE FILED

THOMAS E (TOM; SAUNDERS
NG CANDIDATE FILED
FEREMIAT MORRELL

KIT € BEAN CRANE
NO CANDIDATE FILED

STEPHEN A HACKER
LANDON | DEAN

STEPHEN L RUST
NGO CANDIDATE TILEDR

Kinv L CRONK
LARRY BRAYTON
ALAN J MCCRAING

ED YANGS
MARK T CRONK

HARGLD B GRIFFIN

CLAY MORGAN

MICHAEL R{MIKE) THALLS
WHIT BLATTNER

DALE COLE

JEFFERY GUY HANCOUK

T BONEHAM/BRAD KLOPFENSTEIN

PRESIDENT/VICE PRES
PRESIDENT/VIOE PRES
PRESIDENT/VICE PRES
PRESIDENT/VICE PRES

LS SENATOR
U8 BENATOR
U 8 SENATOR
3 SENATOR

GOVERNOR/LT GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR/LT GOVERNGOR
GOVERNOR/LT GOVERNOR

ATTORNEY GENERAL
ATTORNEY GENERAL

SUPERINTENDGENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

U S REP 6TH DISTRICT
U 8 BEP 6TH DISTRICT
US REP &TH DISTRICT

STATE SENATOR DIST 42
STATE SENATOR DIST 42

STATE REP DNST 54
STATE REP DIST 54
STATE REP DIST 34

JUDGE OF THE CIRCUNT CT #2 33RD DISTRICT
JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT CT #2 33RD DISTRICT

COUNTY CORONER
COUNTY CORCNER

COUNTY SURVEYOR
COUNTY SURVEYOR

OO COMM MIDDLE DISTRICT
CO COMM MIDDLE DISTRICY
COy COMM MEDDLE DISTRICT

OO COMM SOUTHERN DIST

0 COMM SOUTHERN DIST

COUNTY COUNCHL AT-LARGE
COUNTY COUNCH, AT-LARCGE
COUNTY COUNCIL AT-LARGE
COUNTY COUNCIL AT-LARGE
COUNTY COUNCIL AT-LARGE
COUNTY COUNCIL AT-LARGE

REFUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
LIBERTARIAN

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
LIBERTARIAN

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
LIBERTARIAN

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN
BEMOCRAT

REFUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
LIBERTARIAN

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
LIBERTARIAN

REFUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN
PDEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
INDEPENDENT

REPURBLICAN
DPEMOCRAT

REPUBLICAN
REMIBLICAN
BEPUBLICAN
DEMOCRAT
DREMOCRAT
DEMOCRAT

Seurca: Hanry County Clerk's Gffice
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RLEJE RIVER YALLEY 8CHOOL CORE

"[ FRR& LA \U(;H?\

BLUE RIVER TOWNSHIP
JONATHAN D JON} MAIHSON

JE TOW NS
WAYNE JACORS

SHENANDOAH SCHOUL CORE

FALLCERER TOWNSHIP - INGTTE
BETH MIDRLETON

FALLUREEKE TOWNSHIP - OUTSIDE
SCOTT T TRENMEPGHL

JEFFERSON TOWNSHID
NO CAMIHDATE FILED

SO'UT% § "‘;‘SRY ‘%{“H(}Gi CORP

DO\ A BCHE JM’LNN
TIMOTHY R WEHR

WAYNE TOWNEHIP ()
LEAH I KOPP
GHRALD W LEONARD

METILECREDR SCHOOL CORP
DISTRICT A - JEFFERERON TOWNSHIP

PATSY ] F~ \KFP

DISTRICT B - CLAY TOWNSHIP
GREORGE R CLARK

RISTRICT E - HARRISON TOWNSHIP
NOCANDIDATE FILED

DISTRICT E - LIBERTY TOWNSHIP
GARY L COFFMAN
CARY RHOADRES

MEW CASTLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORP

ATLARGE
LOURDES M DAVIS
BAN POLE

INSIDE (D
BMARK DAVISSON
MICHAEL FLEMING

Source: Henry County Clerk's Office
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SPICEL AND TOWNSHIP (HOLDOVER)
CASEY N CARMICHAEBL
MARK HERBIERSMAN

UNION SCHOOE CORP
EAST & MIDDLETHSTRICTE AT LARGE
GARTH B JEMEING

MIDRLE DISTRICT
MUCORMICK
HARRY G TERRELL

SUMCIAL RETENTION QL

STIONS

SHALL FUSTICE STEVEN M DAVID BE RETAINED N GFFICE?

SHALL JUSTICE ROBERT D RUCKER BE RETAINED G0 QOFFICE?

SHALL JUDGE JOHN G BAKER BE RETAINED [N OFFICE?

SHALL JUDGE NANCY H VAIDIK BE RETAINED IN QFFICEY

w26 K
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HENRY COUNTY, INDIANA

POLLING PLACES APPROVED FOR THE 2012 ELECTION

HENRY TOWNSHIP

REM.C.
Withr Wright Elementary
Wilbur Wright Elemeantary

School
Schoot

Greensireet Elementary School
First Friends Mesling Church

Mew Castle Public Library

Grand Avenue Commons Community Rim

Eastwood Elementary School
Whittier Lane Baptist Church

Parker BElementary School
New Castle Fieldhouse
Grace Baptist Church

Jamestown Village Apt.'s Community Rm

Ritey Elementary Schook

Sunnyside Elementary Schoal

Grace Baptist Church

Fosters Landing Community Room

Sreiith Auditorium

Wastwood Elementary School

Divke Energy

Source: Henry County Clerk’s Office
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LOCATION

201 North &th Strest
1950 Washington Sirest
1850 Washington Street
328 South Bth Strest
503 South Main Strest
378 South 15t Street
1628 A Avenue

806 South 22nd Strest
1345 Whittler Lans
1518 Roogevelt Avenue
501 Parkview Drive
2648 ( Avenue

West Colonial Drive
1201 Riley Road

2601 South 14th Strest
2648 (] Aventie

317 Fosters Way
Memorial Park

1415 S Greenshoro Pike
A535 Jane Blvd



abeentee votbng - Voting by mail in advance of the election. Voters who ave serving in the armed forces, i1, or
who are traveling or working out of town are given permission to vote absentee.

falbot - A device used 1o record choices made by voters. They can be paper or electronie,
cancns + A closed meeting of party members in which candidates are chosen or policy is decided upon
Congressional districe - Defined arven of a state having one member in the ULS, House of Representatives

dark horse « A surprise candidate who wing support for nomination when no decision can be made between
leading condidates

donkey + A symbol of the Democratic Party

Electoral College © Body of electars chosen by the states to perform the official election of the President and
Vice-President

electoral vote - Number of votes held by a state in the Blectoral College. Indiana has 11,
elephant « A symbol of the Republican Party

GOP - “Grand OGld Party” - A pickname for the Republican Party

incwmbent - A person currently holding office. Governor Mitch Dantels is an example,

fame duck + Ao officeholder who is finishing a term after failing to win ve-clection

Iandsiide -+ A big vote that gives a candidate an overwheliming victory

majority - More than half the total vote

muingrity © Less than half the total vote

montnation - The selection by a political party of a candidate to run for eleciion

patls - Places where baflots are cast and votes counted

popuiar vote - The total number of votes cast in an election by the peaple

phatfonm + A statement of principles and values made by 2 political party at election time
plurality - Faving more votes than any other candidate but not more than half of the votes cast.
primary « An election in which political party members chooge the candidate for the general election
precimet » A voting area where there is one established voting place.

split ticket - Baliot on which the voter selects candidates of more than one party

straight ticket - Ballot on which the voter selects only candidates of the same party

NOHS 2012 BELECTION GUIDE * 28 &



Wf&aaﬁenua T”ﬂv

fo ::f\bmhdf‘w Lihooln was ihc fiest Pmaidem m ‘Mar : ae’"-zrai H@ Was asﬁv se:::i io gfc::;w ond ic,s e h i '
adook of dmtmhm _ ‘ :
TN} 8. Grant s_»maked mar@ té"}an “E{} 00&; cr*zam wh:% ; Weﬁ’?ﬁ c; €%‘ae QN;E ‘sf‘\m?‘
'th@ %hmds :

_ é{iged ef G};‘wgr 'efi' -

L@ '-Xachdw ayiar _D"Gfﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁa% szeisj;@r ard the '32“" Prosi d"ﬁ"‘lt é\éﬁwr mt@d OGN 9 i hes 5?’9 He-
didn’t even vole in the election that elected him President!’

s - Andrew Jackson was the first President to travel by traku
s John F. Kennedy was the first Cafholic President.

o John Guincy Adams was the only baldheaded man{o.become Prasident of the Hnited Sﬁf:ztc%sa

o Thoras Jeffersan was the frst American President 10 serve spagheltl in the White hous:

o No American President has ever made 2 hole in-ons an the golf course,
| s President John "*'y erwas first President fo- he ph@mc*mg‘,hed :
e W Hiam Howard Taft was the first President to-seé 2 Rose Bowt fﬁ(}?ba@! f1ame.

@ dohn (Z%I;uﬁ(‘y Ariams WAS 58 Gi"?’idf}' te:} ihe Arnaric '*m “Ambassndor i Russia when he was 14 W’zra}
oid. .

® 'Caémrm Washington never shmk h znds during the: @tght y@as‘s %x@; WA ?r@s&d@m

@ '_“%‘%':wam, Hoosevelt holds the Presidential ﬁam—&hamg ram{’d Az a Now Y@am i“,}ay fé*CGEJLinE‘E
of 1907 he. personally shook hands with 8,613 visitors: - 3

s Lincoin, Eisenhowst, snd Calvin &"mhdge f’zad B!\f*‘:‘ “"‘. ng in cemméﬂ "mev wew aii F’mﬂ d m
' and afl three played the harmamcuc o : e
@ @ﬁﬁ"ﬁ F. Keanedy was fhe first Boy Scout o ba nEaeﬁt@d rreﬂsd@m f}? *he a3 53

o Less i knowy about Mit ﬁrrj Filimors than alfy other Pr@&me*t ﬁaﬁer hm éeaﬁ“ bzs szw bw’?ecﬂ aséj*
©ofhig father's ‘private papsrs and lstters. .

s -President Fillmore had the first Kitchen stove Installed Ty the White HOL&%P

v Geongs deﬂngmﬂ was e first person in e w@rﬂ{;ﬂ to wear a set of false teell rmda ;»ui 0?-;
i1 HIGOST0s w’Oiy’

@ f“«éarw Traman is xi‘f& cniy Prasident fo c%é;ig whe has aety 'aiﬁy wa,?{&s,z up fha 8%8 mé{x& féﬁf E:he"
" Washington Monument in Washinglon D.C.

e .{‘m&g Washington was the onty President & naugural tad in two u"lrﬁﬁ ?:\Ea\;s’ Yor '. ”?8‘? a*s{‘ :
_ Philadelphia in 1703,
e Grover Cleveland is the only Fm%mm? whe ever hanged 8 man: He did’ it tegaty,: ’me‘mmhy
Cn e Ipuliing dhe Efzanqmm & frap while serving as shaeriff i Buffalo, N.Y,, early in %’%sss mf ite:,aE Garear.
FE R _i_ai " dohn Culinoy Adams ralsed siicworms in the ﬂfh to House,

o Mﬁ’%ﬁf%ﬁwﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ o ' ' o
- There is nothing in the Cﬁr‘sﬁzxmtsan that says a President Gﬁ?i'% he: &rraated Je‘fem@n was sutA monez‘:} o
- appear in.court in 1807 wien he was President to testity in the-treason triabof Aaron Burr.: He refused o -
. appear and set & precedsnt. Grant was arrested and handed bver @ $20 fine for diving & team of horses
- tpo-fast down F’mn@gr vania Avenue i Washington D.CL President Plerce on Horseback e one avening

iim oyer a wainan on ihs sts"%t.; of W&Sﬁargim Hf:z was placed undes @rs’mi bt released lmm madiately..

NCHS 2012 ELECTION GUIDE Y 29 &



;i%ms mwf E’-‘%s zﬁem

?“f'te iﬂ’%f Pfes;’?em L

Age B e Eﬂa_strsaé%?zﬁj-j_f_j_

;?x_éaﬁi&i_‘?&iﬁtaﬂ% it Gender

- _;’Z ducﬂfmr; 5{:§rcE® m@}
(Enginesring . Political Science
oo m;zéi_(_;s o CLaw

.fﬁuam%_s

- Educgfion

s et

: !\,f%edéci{@e- . ?'_'ﬁ.:"F%__%ggiaﬁ__f [

ot VL S P Pt s P P

7 et et i g s At o ot v gt g it e

| Public Admin ais’aiﬂf‘% o

Cther:

fﬁmwﬁm i%”mer*&nce w méa mna of murﬁa} SEIEI

.B snessm“‘m;we:}man --""--;'_Fazfmay S e
“Gabinet Secretary TG

f Qﬁfi@i’@@fm’t@ Jwamm
"-mmc}*@f: {:;sﬁ’z {’}fr’?‘a @sw

e ww«,mnww«-mmmy . ‘“'“N”“'

o ] o ot P s o ot e

 -§._“1| sacher
' Nige ?r%id@m
Oﬁ'z@r

Ui“sgfe:céu Tralts (e m i e number 3? ﬁi%m ée@&mi}’!@}
. V@z‘y a6 iv@ wc;rkw whn %@;3@8 a gmaﬁ d@ag w’r’ maﬁ"gy in ihe J{,,b

1

' _i;‘{m@{, fzzf’ izz:ms k}zéi more e%y {mmg

Acts very em{}”%ma ab&ut the job,

'-Mc;rz? ﬁ@iﬁ&h%ﬁ aifiiu {:%@.__. R

A
5. Gutﬁp%k@n
.
7.

Dis Erqes; ;’mé ftics smé avol as g}@ maﬁ contict.

_-Am{} au& amﬁ a{;gm Sive.

s Pt sy

{ist @ims:immﬂam é:;hamés ter xtr& in %e@ smaae @@H@w

NOHS 2012 FLECTION GUIDE * 30 #



1
]
F
3

VISUALIZE THIS

| i i

: AMERICA VE, THE WORLD w THE 2062 TURRGUT w THE 2017 MATH ¥

|

! i =L

: America's ranking amorg Barack Obama inspired unusually Fresident Ohama worlin 2008 thanks |

; democratic countries in voter lurmnaut high voter turnout to strang minonty and youth lurrout. {

] — [38th outof 168 Hare's what he ~ and his GOP rivel, Mitt

i BEornaey — respectively neerd fo come ‘
] out o top this Navermbar, . |
£ i

1994 2060 2004 2008

Wornern cutvoted men

j #
k 1
i !
i i
; I
Whitas oulvoted minorfiles _

L

i

i

! !
; a
Six countries with higher turnout |
; than the US. (average 1945-20013 ;
: Higher-incorme Amarfoans 1
outvoled the poor :




NEWS 19

Race: The stealth issue of the campaign?

Stacey Dash obviously did not read the “black
emerno,” sato. Crystal Wrighe in Washinglon
Post.com. Trash, an aceress of black and
Mexican descent wha won middling
famne for her role i 1995 Clueless,
vecently rwvasted her support for Mt
Komney far presidenc. Her oine-
word endorsement, acoompanied
by & pinup phova, “uncorked racist
rage from Chama supporters,”
whe alerred Dash to the unspoken
rule that “all blacks et vots for
Dremocrars.” On Twitter, Aftican-
Americans called ber 2 “traftor” and a “house
miggen,” wocking her bai, ber herizage, and her
irelligence. The msules all boiled down vo one
message, said fesse Washington in the Assadiated
Prese. “A black womsn would kave to be stupid,
subserviest, or both to choose a white Republi-
cars over ghe frst black president.”

Elgly cheroric aside, there are good reasons why
50 fow blacks support Romoey, said Shecrilyn Hitl
in CNM.oowe, The GO assault on Obama from
day one bas beer fueled by outrage that snch an
interloper conld cocupy the highest office in the
tand. e has been dismissed a8 “lazy” and stu-
pid, and called dhe “welfare president™ and the
“Eooil stamp president.” A cougressrnan bber-
yupted 2 presidential addeess by shouting, “You

Dasty: Custliar

fiet™ Millions of Republican “birthers™
stifl fnsist against all evidence thas
Obarma was bomn in Kenya and s thns
an HHlegitioate president. For blacks, all
this represepis “an zssault on our col-
lective cacial digniey.” The appeals to
higotey are not even coded, ssid David
Sirdta in Salomoer, A few wecks
ago, conservative actvists dredyed
ep 2 2007 Obama spesch on Fuer-
cane Katzina o s mosily black andi-
ence, and criticized the president for
supposed “calls to racial solidariey,”
while using = “phony” black accent.

Race still marters—and it would be sidicolous

s0 prerend ir doesn't, seld Orson Aguilar in The
Sacramento Bee. Polls indicare that 34 percent
of Afvican-Aroericans will vore for Obama, while
about 60 percent of wiites will vote for Rom-
uey, Why such o wide guli? And what about the
wealth gap berween the races? For every dollar
of white family wealth, the median Asay fam-
iy has about 63 cents, the Lazino farnily has 7
cents, and the bladlk family bas less than & nickel.
Americans deserve 1o hear both candidanes
address the obvions racia! and ethnic divisions
in our society, and what they plan to do about
thert, “Please, zentlemen, play the race card. Buc
for once, do It hopestly and withouot fear”™

Biden vs. Ryan: A generational smackdown

“Now you know what Tharksgving with my
Farnily is Like,” said Mareen Dowd in The Mew
York Tinses. Last week’s debare between Vioe
President Joo Biden and Republicen candidate
Pt Ryan was an lish Catholic donuybiook,
with Biden playing the role of the Hombasric
older wnele who denounces “every political
opinion exceps their own a8 malarkes” The viae
oresident, “amped to make up for all of Obama’s
missed shots® in the fivst presidenial debate,
forcefally exposed the gaping holes in the Repuls-
Tican tickers eax-reform plans and nailed Ryan
“for verice soliciting the very simulus rooney he
condemna.” Biden, 63, treated the 42-yearold
Ryan with patrordsing disdajy, sald Alag Scbro-
eder in CMMN.sone, smitking whenever Ryan
spoke and interrupting him &2 tmmes. “At tmes it
looled as if Ryan was afraid Biden might ground
b and take pway the car keys”

That dosen’t mean Bider won, said Michae
Gerson in The Washington Post, Mg managed
anby to “further muddle 2 muddled marrative” on
whar really happened in Benghazl bast reonth, and
¢ dismvdssed Tran's deflant progress tovward a maclear

“preening extdbittonism and smirking rudeness
and egosstical exubarance and bullying conde-
scension.” His Democrats apologists say it just
“Joe being Joe,” but “Americans have every right
wor bate pokitics 1 it looks ke #his.” What & pity
that Ryan failed to stand up to the bullying, said
Bret Seephens in The Wall Sereer Journal. He
gulped visibly when under atrack, and “was wo
deferentinl.” Bven when Ryan fought back, such

a3 in defense of Romoey's remarks in the 47 par-

cont video, he “resorted to canned fnes.”

Ryan did have one very powerfol moment, ssid
Miall Ferguson in TheDailyBeast.com. Durlng 4
discnssion of Medicare and Social Securfty spend-
ing, Ryan responded to Biden’s standard ervitle
et demagognery when he nowed thar sormethiog
st be done to preserve these progeams for
younger generations. “A debt crisis is coming,”
Ryan said, noting that the national debt is now
$16 willion and rigng fast, “We can’t keep on
spending mongy we dor’t have” Tn other words,
it's timie for Bidens generation to stop runming up
the credit card, and leaving the bill for younger
Americans to pay. Right there, we ali beard “the

- Shwions Wall, guoted in the

Wit &
Wisdam

“Fan s e e insuranes:
The alder you get, the
mgre it costs”
Cardgonist Aokt
i Hubbard, guoted in
Forbas.com

“Trers are some things
ane oan only achleve by
& deliberate leap in the
appasite dirsotion
Framz Kok, muatod in the
Associated Press

“Rudetiegs s the weak
s imitation of
atrangth,”

Aztthor Eric Hofer, guoted
1 WS Lomn

“The best way @
feamp ong's word is
net to give i1
Risprofoan Bonapares, quoted
i the Montreal Guzste

“Oraniion is the rarest and
pgrast forsn of generosity”

Athens, Ga., BannopMorald

“Penple’s number one
faar is pubbic spesking.
Mumbear two is death.

This mesns ifyou go o 8
funaral, you're batler off
in the casket thar doing

the sulogy)”
Japy Sainfeld, quated
i the Banbury, Cop.,

Kawrs-Timas

“lr & full haart, there e
s far everythlng!
Poat Artonic Parchia,
gesotad by The Viilage Voles

% bowb, insisting against all evidence that sanctions

apening round in the clash of geosrations that
& were working, Bider's bigper failings were bis

will soon dominate American politics.”

Foll watch

B2 P the first tiree, @ mas
Sority of Americans (52%)
say the LS, govermment
ahould sty netral on
valuss lgsues, $4% say the
everrinant should pro-
rriote “tradiionst values”
Gallup Poli

B lust 22% of Americans
say ey are in the “47%"
whi do not pay federst
income taxes. Most peopte
do not differsntizie be-
ween ooims axes and
payrol taxes.
YerrGovieorms The Eeanamist
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Ybama

What happened

President Barack Obama’s re-clettion can-
oaign regained sorne tracton this week after

he showed renswed energy and condidence in a
tense, towi-hall-style debave with Repablican
presidential candidate Mitt Rompey. Clecling
each other like twe angry Hons, the candidavs
fervely criticizad one another on isgues that
incindsel raxes, imrnigrasion, energy policy, gun
control, and the consulate attack in Benghazi,
Libyys. Obama was on offesse much of dhe
aight, with & far more andmased and assertive
tore thay s the Hest debate two weeks agn, when his disagtrously
disengaged performance helped give Romuey a major bamp fn the
opirion polls and put several bettleground states back play.

Dismissing Rommey’s five-point economic plan, Cbama sakd was
acitally  “one-point plan” desigred “to rake sure thas folks at
the top play by o different ser of cules,” Romney responded by Ist-
ing the prowmisss Obama made four yeaty sgo thet he had failed 2o
keep, inchuding lowering uosmployment to 5.4 percent, and falling
to eut the deficit in balf, “We cat't afford forr more years lke the
last four years,” Romopey said, A CBS News/Knowledge Metworks
poll of nndecided voters found that 37 percent gave the win to
Obama, 2nd 30 percent to Min Romaey, with 33 percent calling
the debate a tie, The ReafClzarPolitics.com natonal election poll
comtined w0 Bnd the race virmally ted.

What the editorials said

Welcorne bagk, My President, seid The Maw York Thses. nstead
of the “windy and lethargic™ responges he gave n Dietver two
weeks ago, Obama “regained full cosmand of his vision, and

his legacy.” Fle was ceisp and “persuasive” when defending the
accomplishimens of his fest term, and he forcefully foughe back
apainst Romaey’s “parade of fabeboods and unworkable prom-
ises.” Apparenchy Obama does want to be re-elected after i, said
Bloombers.coms, Bur while he “won, prenty decisively on points,”
with o “spiritsd performance” that ofen lef Romney sputtering
defensively, Obeama was at his weakest when making the case for
why he deserves 3 socond term.

N

hat's becanse Obarna 18 a president without 2 plan, sald The Fuil

e main stories...

Rosmmey, Chama: Fe's being!

ey’s tense confrontation

Strest Jowrnal. He spoke generically about
wanting to lowey the deficit and finprove
education, bue voters aull don's know what
he might seek 1o accomypdish in the ezt four
years. instead, e refledvely went ap the ae-
tack, hoping the srgomess that “he’s ot as
awebal as i Romney™ will be enough to eke
ouE & ViICIOry. '

What the columeists said

The president won this round, hut barely, said
Stephen Swowbeyg in WashiugronPost.oom
He did vorers *the courtesy of bringing his & game,” effectively
polcng holes i Romeey'’s “mathematically challenged tax plan™
and scoring pokats on women's issues and his rescue of Detroity
auto industy, But he also had his falr share of vague and nninspie
ing moments. Romney, mearwhile, darsaged himself by loaking
“defensive and pushy,” bickezing over fine points with Obama and
repeatdly arguing over procedure with modarator Candy Crowler.

The exchange over the Benghazi assault was Romney’s low paing,
said Daniel Lasison in ThedmericanConservative.com. By wrongly
insisting that Obama dida’t luitially vse the words “act of tarvoc”
to describe the assanly, Romney turmed whar is deacly 2 pofitical li-
ability for the administration fnto “an advantage for bis opponest,”
giving Obarna. en apening to lectuvs bim on politiciziog a foreign-
policy erisis, Romney was right on substance, #f not on detatds, said
obn Podhosetr, i the New Yook Poaz. The Whiee House did take
v wesks 10 admit the artack was an al Qaida planned werrorist
atrack, and not a spontaneons moby reaction. But by getting rangled
ap i semantics, Romney let Obamma off the hool.

The president’s base will be energized by his remim. to foxm, said
Jomuchan S Yobin in ConmentaryMagazine.cons, but thar “won’
bring the eace back to where it was before™ the frs; debate, That
faceolf esmabiished Romney as & competent and worthy alerne-
tve to an. lcnmbent who no longer inspives hope. “T's possible
vhis pace is no Jonger shout Barack Obama,” said Pefer Beinat in
TheDailyBeast.com. The palls may have swang so dramatically af-
ter the frst debate hecavss many voters were ready 10 vote against
the president “so long as Romuey passed 4 reasonabls threshold ™

4

IF that's true, “this campaign may tow he Roney's to lose.

i wasn't all bad

&® A SGwvaaeold fndian manhas
hean declared the worlds oldast
fathar after his wife bore & son
last month—the seoond In two
vears. Ramjest Raghay, o farmer
bt m willage about 30 enilles from
Detht, said the doctors who defiv-
arac the healthy boy in & nearby
haspital wers surprised when he
told them he was the father, |
think it's Impeortant Tor & hushand
sl wifs 1o have sex regiarhy)
Faphay said, “ly neighbors are
jesious and they keep asking ms
For way secret, but ali | tell them i
that s God's will”

9 Tha Bret femsle quartarhack i Florde high school his-
ey auined further distinotion fast weekend when she was
crovvtied homesoming guesn. Brin Dibeglio of South Flants-
tion High School wore her forsey and shoulder pads slong
with bt tara and sash after hor halfiime soronation, Bhe

Boik o guarterback and o queen

# A hushand’s scb of solidarity on
pabail of his canceratrickan wife
may have saved his e, When
Diofky Stringer of Mouttrle, Ga.,
shavad hor head last splng In
preparaton for chemotharapy 1o
tragt Dregst cancer, her hugband,
fud, shavad his oo, Jnly then
did he discover 2 blagk mark on
hig pate, which was an aggressive
sorem of skin carcsn The Swringers
fave both undergone multiple
surgaries, and Bud sl has 2
raund to go. But Dolly sald the
deotors tokd hee ¥ would have
been burying m by Cheistinas”™
if they hadn't found the lestan,
Sath now have good prognoses,

gtivibrted her winning the
popuiar vote tasng ey
clasgmaies to her oxplolts
aes the flold. “A ot of
pracnie know me o e
because | play foathall
sha sakd, A teamowte, wids
vasaiver Hoedly Selde, was
selested as homeconming
king, "Erin's lonown ground
the nation now” he said,
“asid for e to be up here
with her fs an honor”
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Rommney’s tax-cut plan: |

Mite Rovirey has g math problen, ssid The New York Thies
in an editorial. Bvery time he owtdines his proposal to ait
all federal incometax rates by 20 parcent, “soine pest
with a calkotavor will point our that i doesn’t
addd up.” Rowiney hag sald ke'll eliminase
unspecified foophotes and deductions to make
his tex cats revenue neutral, even though a
24 percant tax cut for everyone-—along with
elimination of the Alternative Mivimuo Tax
and the estate tan-—wonld cost the government
about §500 Billon 2 vesr. Bur fust last week,
the nonpartisan Joine Committee on Taxation condluded that

even if Rommey elinginated almost every tax dedunction on the
hooks~including those for charitable conmributions and motgage
interest—he cowld ondy ent tax rates by 4 percent withour addiog
0 the deficit. When asked ahout his pian’s mumbers during this
weel's presicdentdal debate, Romney coald ondy say, “Of cosrss
thiey add vp.® Sorry, bus every ohiective anabysis of his numbers
says they dow't add up, said Josh Bave in Blosmbery.com. So
why propose a 24 percent tax cut in the first placa? With his
congervative credettialy under fire in the Bepublican primaries,
Rompey obviously pluckied chat sumber “ous of thin air foe polig-
cal ressons without regard 1o whether it was feasible,”

%

Actially, the plan is feasible, said Jobn MoCormack iIn Weekly
Standard.com, The left-leaning studies that challenge iy nubers
are “deeply Hawed.” These studies fail 1o take into acooum the
ncreased cevenue that will come frone repealing Obuemacare, and
they assuine dhat “pro-growth tax poficy can’t actually produee
eccnomic grawth.” It can and does. Here’s how the math works,
saidd The Well Streat Jorsrnal. By eliminating loopholes and cap-
ping an individal taxpayers dedocions at 17 percent, Romney

Controversy of t

e ‘W@@k

o the numbers add up?

would cover abowe $3.8 willion of the $5 willion s tax cuts

would cost over 10 yeazs. The other $1 willion or so would
be provided by the Meveased tox revanies that

s would come from the economsic growth stimubared
bry *a mose efficient tax code aud lower marginal

.tz rates.” What's so mysterious shout that?

The mystery Is the contnued faith that lax
rares lead 10 2 boom o econoemic growth,

- said former Reagan adviser Beuce Barder in
WY Thpes.com. An analysis of tax policy over the Jast
half century, inchading the 1986 Reagag tax cims that lowered
top rates roms 50 percent vo 28 parcen, shows that soch cuis do
alightly stivardate the coomormy—bet only by “renths of & percent.”
And the mmpact doesn’t Jast. Romney’s contention thar tax seforn
wonld “fump-start” our economy i “nonsense,”

Biven my fellow conservatives oughe to admic the oath here, said
Refhan Salaen i NafionalReviesacom. ' “highly unlilely that
2 Romney administraton would cut the top marginal tax taie a5

deeply a8 it as proposed.” To keep lis rate o from expanding

the deficit, every credible study shows, Romney would have to
eliminate g0 many deducions thar many middle-class taxpayens
would have a net inoresse n texes paid. That would be polit-

cal suicide. Bur President Obania’s math is no bess frmy, His
proposed wx nceease on the wealthy could not possibly pay for
his immense spending cormmicmenss, What netther candidare i
wilking to admiv is that something big has 1o give; we car't keep
cutting taxes, and provecting sntitlements, benefies, and services
frome majar spending cuts. Either voters accept 2 “wansformative
change” in Medicars, Soclal Seourity, and other benefits in combng
years, or taxes will lmve (0 go up for nearly everyune,

Onby in Ametica

# Aschizophrenic inmate on

Fiorida's death row.can be
execulad, a siats judge has
reled, because his grandiose
refigicus delusions are quite
caenmern, The lagally insane
may not be exsouted, but
Jugige Dravid Glant vulecd that
murdarar John Ferguson's
claim o be the “Prince of
God” who wiil sit at God's
right hand s “a relatively
narmal Christian belief™ and
daean’t prove he's crazy.

W A Geoegle pit hull who
gttacked 8 B-yearoid child
has basn giver Rs own court
appointed Ewyer, Judge.
Willlam Woodnm Je ordered
an &itorney to represant the
intarasts of the dog at s hear
ing to decide i & should be
stittandzad, “All oar el vou
{s that the judge appointed .
ma said laveyer Claude Kick-
fighter, “l really don't know
what tha issues are
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Good waek for :
Bevund chanees, after pro guactechack Michael Vick, convicted
i 2007 of running a brwal dog-fighting ring, said he'd goten 2.
dog, “&s a farhes” Vick said, “It is immportant to make swre my
children develop 2 healthy relationship with snfmals,”

Wearing vour petiietism, sfter comservative radio host Glerm
Beck launched g cdothing line designed to pay tributs eo the
nation’s Foupders. Patriots can buy 4 paie of “prauium, dog-spun
sebvage dendm” jeans for $122 and Western-style shirts for $90.
Shotgun weddings, after & jeweler In lows suared offering fres
guns to custorers wha by an engagement sing, “TDiamonds ate 2
girl’s best friend,” said store gwmer Havald van Besle, “So say: P
bucting deer, and heve s a-dizmond tiug, deas™

Bad weel for

© Bolling Stones fams, after the band anncunced several 50th

arpiversary concerts in London and Wew Jersey, with top tekens
priced gt $680 and the cheapest séats going for $170, “These
prices are a joke,” said fan Sreve Grace.

Fedtowdng the ovigins! intent of the law, after Supreme
{owrt Justice Anmonin Scalia’s car was issued o $31 parking rickes

*in Philadelphia, despits ¢ “Police Official Businesy™ slacard on. the

dashboard, *We dom’t recognize placards,” a pazking officlal said.
Douhils mesnings, after 2 Georgla Chick-S-A franchise passad
ot fers that seid “Only 2 fruiteake woulda's lve owr party
traysl” The company, which has campaigned ageinet gey marriage,
said ff “had no meenrion of offending anyore whatsoever”

Borrg but nporiant

Fanily defy falls
 prerecession jsvels
After 2 long paviod of en-
forced frugatity, LS. families
hiave out their debis down to
pre-raceasion levels, setting
the stage for fasier sog-
norie growth, said Moody's
Anatytics this week, Home
mortgages, cradlt card defs,
and most othar consurnar
ltabilitios have driftad back
o 2008 levels, ssoording to
Maady’s, with the notable
sxaption of student loans,
wehich have skyrsckatad

ity recent vesrs, Congusm-

ars 2ro also fesling maors
upirest than they havs infive
vears, sald a recent survey,
thetgh many scenomists
resnain wary about the globet
saanany, The intemationst
Manetary Fund has issued 2
passimistic forecast, warning
that risks of 8 mzjor slovwe-
daw are “alanmingly high”

ndsdle Bakary
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